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FROM THE RABBI’S DESK  “THE PESACH GOY OR GUESS WHO'S COMING FOR CHOMETZ?"

The Lincoln Square community of mid-town New York experienced one of its most exciting Passover festivals this year — and
it had nothing whatever to do with the Sedarim or the services. As most of you know, the Bible forbids a Jew from owning cha-
metz (any edible substance containing the smallest amount of a grain product which had contact with water for more than 18
minutes) during the eight days of Passover. “But by the first day (of Passover) you must cause the chametz to cease to exist within
all your habitations,” declares the Seriptures. On the day before the festival, the observant Jew conforms with the divine dictum
by ferreting out and physieally destroying the Chametz of which he wishes to be rid, and by formally renouncing ownership over
and declaring his total disregard for the chametz he might own, but of which he is unaware. However, since many Jews have large
quantities of chametz (especially liquor) and would be subject to considerable economic loss if this had to be destroyed, the custom
arose, from the time of the Gaonim, to isolate the valuable chametz and “sell” it to a non-Jew for the duration of the festival. The
gentile gives a down payment, takes official title to all the chametz, and upon his taking possession, is expected to pay the market
value price. If he does not make his collection by the end of the festival, all of the chametz reverts to its original owner. Despite
the fact that great care is taken to provide for a legally valid sale, the entire transaction is generally seen by all concerned as a
pro forma act at best, and a legal fiction (loophole in the law) at worst. But this year was different . . . .

During the course of this past year, I met
a delightful woman, who is the ]Jol‘smml secre-
tary of a close congmgmt She described her-
self upon our first meeting with a devilish
twinkle in her eye — as a “Shiksa” who was
fascinated by Jewish traditions, and had even
attended a number of my lectures in the past.
As our relationship developed. I suggested to
Marie that she serve as the gentile to purchase
the chametz of the approximately 500 Jewish
families who had empowered me to be their
agent for the sale. To my delight, she accepted
the challenge with alacrity. The Friday morn-
ing before Passover, she arrived in my office
bright and early. She accepted the rental of
my pantry, together with the purchase of my
chametz, as well as the chametz of my congre-
gants, whose names, addresses, and amounts of
chametz were carefully enumerated in pre-
cisely prepared lists, gave me a $5 deposit,
signed a contract of ownership, and provided
me with an object of her apparel (a hat) as a
sign of her complete acquisition. In short, she
made me feel inexpressibly relieved that
neither I nor my congregants would own any
chametz on Passover. But this was only the
beginning . ... On the third day of the festival,
Marle called one of my most active congre-
gants and a Vice President of our Synagogue.
requesting a private meeting in his office. He
knew her only as the personal secretary of
another congregant and immediately granted
her the appointment. “I suppose you are won-
dering why I'm here; well, I'm the goy who
bought your chametz and I've come to select
a few bottles of your whiskey,” she announced
demurely, l:lking‘ out the wvarious econtracts
from her pocketbook. In the ensuing thirty
minutes, her “client’s” mood changed from dis-
may to consternation to amusement to pride
(“Now I am confident that the chametz sale is
for real!”). Marie then left his office with a
bottle of J & B under her arm, after depositing
her check for “chametz — scoteh”. She then
continued her rounds for the rest of the Inter-
mediate Days of Passover, carefully choosing
the names on her list ‘mrl mliv(tm;, a most
impressive stockpile of her own Pesach
chametz.

I must admit that the Lincoln Square Syna-
gogue community was at first a bit shaken,

(Continued on Page 3)
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Schedule of Services (Cont'd)

Saturday, August 19 (Vaetchanan)
Shabbat Nachamu

Bhabbat Morning Service .......8:45 A M.
Talmud Class ... ..6:30 P.M.
Mincha 7:30 PM

Daily Mmrcrﬁrc‘zrand MCTCII’IVN for the

remainder of the week . .7:40 P.M.
Friday, August 25
*Kindle Shabbat Candles . 20PN

Mincha and Kabbalat Shctbbc;“(t 6:45 P.M.
Saturday, August 26 [Ekev)

Shabbat Morning Service 8:45 AM.
Talmud Class . ; .6:20 P.M.
Mincha ... _7:20 PM.
Daily Mincha and Maariv for the
remainder of the week ... 7:30 P.M.
Friday, September 1
*Kindle Shabbat Candles .........7:09 P.M.
Mincha and Kabbalat Shabbat 6:45 P.M.

Saturday, September 2 [Re'eh)
Rosh Chodesh Elul

Shabbat Morning Service ......8:45 AM
Talmud Class 0:10 PM
Mincha .. e d 210 P.M.

Sunday, Sepfember 3
Rosh Chodesh Elul
Morning Services 7:15 and 8:30 A M.
Daily Mincha and Maariv for the

remainder of the week oS PN
Friday, September 8
Kindle Shabbat Candles ..6:57 P.M.

Mincha and Kabbalat Shc:bﬂbdt 6:45 P.M.

Saturday, September 9 (Shoftim)
Shabbat Morning Service .....8:45 AM.
Talmud Class -9:95 P.M.
Mincha 6:55 P.M.
Daily Mincha and Maariv for the

remainder of the week 7:05 P.M.
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Our condolences to:

Mr. Max BARRETT, our dedicated
member, on the loss of his beloved
mother.

Mr. Mel MOED, Mrs. Sandra
MEHL and Mrs. Nicole TRATT on
the loss of their beloved mother, our
devoted member and benefactor, Mrs.
Ruth MOED.

Mr. Joseph ORLEANS, our devoted
founding member, on the loss of his
beloved wife, our founding member,
Mrs. Judith ORLEANS.

Mrs. Liliane SCHWARZ, our dedi-
cated member, on the loss of her be-
loved mother, Mrs. Perla KRONEN-
GOLD.

May the Almighty comfort the fami-
lies among the mourners of Zion and
Jerusalem.

Mrs. Albert REINHARD wishes
to express her sincerest thanks and
appreciation for the many expres-
sions of sympathy she received on
the passing of her beloved father,
Mr. Emil KOPPEL.
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Ms. Fran ALTER

Ms. Gloria M. BARUCH

Mr. Daniel BESDIN

Ms. Naomi BURSTEIN

Mr. William R. DeKEYSER
Mr. Philip DRUCK

Mr. David EDELSON

Ms. Michal Beth FRANKEL
Mr. Philip FRIEDMAN

Ms. Beth R. FRIEFELD

Mr. Ari L. GOLDMAN

Mr. Dov E. GOLDMAN

Ms. Dorrie GOODMAN

Ms. Jean C. GREENSPAN
Ms. Elane GUTTERMAN
Mr. Marvin M. HANS

Ms. Hannah HOFMAN

Mr. Joel S. HOFFMAN

Mr. and Dr. Harry . HUTMACHER
Mr. Benjamin R. KATZ

Mr. Howard N. KATZ

Dr. and Mrs. Jack KATZ
Mr. and Mrs. Jack P. KISH
Ms. Joan KOCHAN

Mr. and Mrs. Leonard KRAMER
Mr. and Mrs. Max KURZ
Ms. Carol LEVY

Mr. Barry LIST

Ms. Beverly LUCHFELD
Ms. Elaine MERCANDETTI
Mr. Robert E. NOVICK

Mr. and Mrs. Mordechai REICH
Ms. May SCHULZ

Mr. and Mrs. Stuart G. SCHWARTZ
Mr. Martin E. SILFEN
Ms. Deborah VEROBA

Mr. Isaiah WAINSTAIN
Mr. Leo WEINBERG

Ms. Tziporah WEINBERG
Ms. Susan R. WEXNER

Ms. Louise J. WOLFE

Annual Dinner

Everyone agreed. Chazzin Goffin song
his best ever and the thirteenth annual
dinner, arranged by Ceil and David
Olivestone, was a most professional
affair. Kudos also to Morton Landowne
on the successful Journal campaign.

The Getzlers, in a moving and exciting
presentation received a one-of-a-kind
menorah created by Ludwig Wolpert of
the Jewish Museum.

Both Getzlers spoke. Stanley men-
tioned he always had dreamed as a child
of hitting a home run and as the erowd
roared he would modestly reply by doff-
ing his baseball cap. So he asked every-
one to excuse his desire to doff his yar-
mulke at the ceremonies. The Getzlers’
son, Joshua, gave a spirited toast. Eehod
hopes to have a full picture display of
the Dinner in our first Fall issue.

Rabbi's Desk (Cont'd)

and then, quite moved by the experience.
I am left with some interesting ques-
tions. How many congregants will make
me their agent to sell their chometz next
vear? Will Marie still be willing to serve
as our goy or will she convert and move
to Meah Shearim? Or is Marie in ac-
tuality Elijah the prophet in modish
Women’s Lib guise, reminding the Jew-
ish people that they had better take their
ritual seriously, if they expect to usher
in the Messiah before next Pesach.

(The Rabbi’s article included a copy
of a seven dollor check for “chometz—
scoteh” made out by Marie to Jerome
Stern, but we were unable to reproduce
the check here.)

Under the Orthodox Rabbinic Supervision
of the Vaad Harabonim
This local store is under constant supervision
of Lincoln Square Synagogue

874-8323 787-1715

ELI'S PRODUCE CO.

230 W. 72 STREET
Quality Fruit & Vegetables
Fresh Baked Goods and
Challas Every Week
Free Delivery Shomer Shabbos

ga@mzm

Funeral Directors Since 1892
1970 BROADWAY (at 66th Street)
New York, New York 10023
873-3500

LIPSTADT MEMORIAL CO.
370 AMSTERDAM AVENUE
Near 78 St. New York, N.Y. 10024
TR 4-6843

Serving the Jewish community
over 35 years

— Visit our showrooms —
Open Sundays from 10 A.M. to 4 P.M.

Mrs. Miriam Lipstadt-Roth, President
Member, Lincoln Square Synagogue
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Engagements:

The congregation was blessed with
many special engagements this past
month and a half. These included:

Sharon GROSS to Jeff GEFEN.

Yehudit GROSS to Ephraim LIN-
KER.

Suzanne PAUL and Mark DISKIN.

Lucy REINHARD to Arthur J.
HOROWITZ.

Barry SPECTOR and Sari KES-
TENBAUM.

Miriam WEISS to Samuel GLUCK.

Jeffrey ZUCKERMAN and Miriam
STERNBERG.

We regret that space considerations
in this, our last issue of the year,
make it impossible for us to list the
many other mazel tovs we recently
have enjoyed.

Beauty By Martin
Hair Stylists
DORCHESTER TOWERS

189 Amsterdam Ave.
874-7012 New York, N.Y.

WE DELIVER: 799-7090 or 799-7080

“Finally, a place I can even take my parents to . . .
Under Rabbinical Supervision of
The Midtown Board of Kashrut
We carry a full line of delicious take-out items for the Sabbath:
Challah, Chicken, Kugels, Salads, Homemade Soups,
Gefilte Fish, Assorted Cold Cuts, and many other take-out foods.
For a quick snack to a full dinner . . . We will cater your party.

OPEN SATURDAY NIGHT TILL 1 AM.
Itv’s Delicate Essen (formerly Ben’s)
is the only GLATT KOSHER Delicatessen-
Restaurant on the West Side.
165 West 72 Street (off Broadway) Tel. 799-7090

;\}\Hl ."'-PA
ATLAS
INTERNATIONAL TOURS
S80 FIFTH AVENUE

NEW YORK, N.Y. 10036
(212) 489-9292

VIVIEN EISENMANN

travel consultant

office: 489-9292 — 582-1545 home: 874-1853

MALANDRE BROS.

Florists

2075 Broadway — TR 7-9215

FGC/ mar cus

Fine Photography for Over 30 Years
PORTRAITS - CANDIDS - SOUND & SILENT MOVIES

245 WEST 72nd STREET
Bet. B'way & West End Ave. New York, N.Y. 10023

TR 3-5588

EVERYBODY'S SHOP
150 WEST 72nd STREET

International Fashions for Men

Under the Orthodox Rabbinie Supervision
of the Vaad Harabonim
This local store is under constant supervision
of Lincoln Square Synagogue

Jonas Stern & Sons
Glatt Kosher
Prime Meats - Poultry - Delicatessen - Catering
Under Supervision of Midtown Bd. of Kashrut
Orders Promptly Delivered Anywhere
229 WEST 100th STREET
(Cor. Broadway) New York, N.Y. 10025
Special Attention To Freezer Orders

MO 2-7081

Lincoln Square Synagogue
200 Amsterdam Avenue
New York, N.Y. 10023
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