
“TH E W EEKLY PUBLICATION OF THE INSTITUTIONAL SYNAGOGUE”
_________________________Publication Office: 37-43 W est 116th S treet, New York City _______________' . {
X, No. 2 ' SEPTEM BER 13, 1935 ________  Ellul 15, 5695

d ers ’ Council
R esum es A ctiv ities

P PREPARES FOR FORTH­
COMING SEASON

Leaders’ Council of the Institu tional 
ogue, composed of leaders of clubs or 
ies and those interested in becoming 

will resume its. activities Tuesday 
ng, September 17th, when ;the first 
lg will be held a t the Main Building.

adult group has- not remained in- 
during the summ er months. A steer- 
m m ittee has m et several tim es and, as 
It, a definite program  of activities for 

n tire year will be presented fo r the 
oval of the council a t  the -forthcoming 
ing. Included on this program  of ac­
es are such events as the presentation 
dram atic entertainm ent by the leaders, 
sponsoring of the Purim  Carnival, 
:es, debates, form al talks, and social 
s.
e council has been active in I.S. club 

irs fo r the past two years and Jras done 
mdid work toward- the raising  of funds 
the Camp Ta-a-noog Scholarship Fund, 
iddition, they have participated in and 

nsored many of the club mass activities, 
well as acted in an advisory capacity to 

staff of the D epartm ent of Center Ac­
uities.
An invitation is extended to young men 
d women interested in becoming leaders 

|  clubs or activities a t  the I.S. to attend 
J f i  meeting.

urnaments to Feature Gym Program
Prom inent, among the m any features of 
e new program  of activities for the Gym 

nd Pool planned for the coming season are 
e various athletic and aquatic tourna- 

lents between the members of every class 
f  membership.

There have been scheduled tentatively  for 
he immediate fu ture , a handball tourna­
ment, a basketball tournam ent, and a swim- 
ing meet. In addition, plans have been 

erfected for the form ation of a house 
msketball team  to represent the I.S. in in4- 
,er-institutional games.

We mourn the loss of Mrs. Suffer, 
wife of our active member, Mr. Morris 
Saffer. To the bereaved fam ily we 
extend our m ost sincere condolences.

Tickets fo r  High H oly Days 
Now Available

Institu tional Synagogue 
HARLEM: 37-43 W est 116th S treet 
W EST SIDE: 148 W est 85th S treet 

ANNEX: 2307 Broadway 
The Religious Committees meet 

every evening from  seven to ten P.M., 
and Sunday m ornings from  ten  to 
twelve, a t  the W est Side Branch, 148 
W est 85th S treet, and a t the Annex, 
The Lorraine, 2307 Broadway, and all 
day and evening, a t the Main Building, 
87-43 W est 116th Street. Reservations , 
and inquiries regarding seating capa­
cities of. all synagogues may be made 
by phoning Executive Director, A bra­
ham Bernstein a t UN iversity 4-6729—- 
6730.

1 .... .. ............
MUSHROOM SYNAGOGUES MUST 

RE UPROOTED
Detrim ent to Judaism  in America

The mushroom synagogue, dike its nam e­
sake which crops up and disappears over­
night, has long been a; source of serious con­
cern, not only to synagogues, but to  p racti­
cally all the larger Jewish communities in 
America. Its poisonous effect has insidiously 
found its way, especially into the v ital o r­
gans of T orah-true Judaism , and as a  result 
has done an imm easurable am ount of harm  
tò the advancement of our fa ith  in this 
country.

F or many years this deep-rooted evil has 
been perm itted to exist and flourish with 
unabated growth, so th a t it has now as­
sumed the proportions of a menace to the 
very life and existence of the established 
synagogues in the Jewish community. A 
source of perhaps even g rea ter concern is 
the effect it  has created upon those m is­
guided individuals who attend, such “ser­
vices” for the ostensible, purpose of obtain­
ing tickets a t “bargain ra tes.” These in­
dividuals have been perm itted and tolerated 
w ith unopposed protest, to shirk their duty 
to  the community. As a result, thè Jewish 
consciousness o f m any of these people has 
been demoralized to such an extent as to 
render them  practically valueless' to the 
strengthening and upbuilding of Judaism  
in America, (C o n tin u ed  on  p ag e  2 )

M oving P ic tu res  f o r  Chil­
d ren  of W est S ide to  T ake  
P la ce  Su n d ay  M orning

RALLY TO OPEN NEW SEASON
A gala event and a real tre a t is in store 

fo r the children living on the W est Side, 
who, together with the ir parents, are. in­
vited to attend the opening of the Talmud 
Torah to be held in the W est Side Building, 
149 W est 85th Street, th is coming Sunday 
morning, a t eleven o’clock.

Comedy Films to be Shown
A scream ingly funny motion picture will 

be the main attraction  of the program . De­
lightful refreshm ents will be served to all 
children attending. This rally  will precede 
the opening of the Talmud Torah reg is tra ­
tion a t the W est Side Branch.

During the coming week, reg istra tion  will 
be accepted daily between the hours of four 
and six in the afternoon. Paren ts are urged 
to attend w ith their children and to become 
acquainted w ith the program  of activities 
of the Talmud Torah. Extensive plans for 
extra-curricular activities have been p re­
pared which will add to the enjoyment of 
children’s studies. Rabbi H erbert S. Gold­
stein w ill $§rsonally welcome the newly en­
rolled pupils to the Talmud Torah.

CLUB COUNCIL TO HOLD F IR ST  
MEETING ON WEDNESDAY

D epartm ent of Center Activities Prepares 
Comprehensive Program  of Activities

The Club Council of the I.S., composed 
of representatives of the clubs, groups, and 
organizations of the D epartm ent of Center 
Activities, will be the guests of the D epart­
ment of Center Activities on Wednesday, 
September^ 18th, a t  8:15 P.M., when they 
will hold their first meeting“ a t the Main 
Building.

The Club Council was organized, last Sep­
tem ber w ith the view of giving the groups 
and organizations of the I.S. a voice in the 
m anagem ent of club affairs. Each group 
has its representation and vote in the 
council.

Altho but newly organized, the Council 
did excellent work during the past season. 
One of their outstanding achievements was 
the publication of the “Interm ediary,” a 
Club newspaper for, of, and by the members 
of the D epartm ent of Center Activities., 

(continued on Page 4)
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Sedrah for Week, “Sovoh”

The Constitution Classes Begun At Harlem 
Talmud

by MORRIS A. U R IE FF

FALL IS HERE

W ith the arrival o fl the fall season, we 
become aware of the need of a well-balanced 
leisure tim e program .

A 'perusal of the Institu tional Synagogue 
program  for the coming year leaves noth­
ing wanted. The opening of the gym puts 
a t  the disposal of the membership, physical 
facilities every n igh t in the week. An in­
tensive religious program  containing many 
in teresting  features has been prepared to 
sa tisfy  our sp iritual needs.

F or those who are socially inclined, 
numerous clubs offer opportunities for social 
outlets. For others there áre dances, stun t 
nights, and other mass activities of a social 
nature. On the whole, the coming year is 
one to be anticipated by th e  Institu tional 
Synagogue membership With its opportuni­
ties fo r participating  in a variety  of activi­
ties. Be among the first to take advantage 
of your opportunity.

W ith the mailed fist of dictators rising  
over the landscape of Europe; w ith the un­
stable conditions of governments through­
out the world; it  is particu larly  fitting  th a t 
on Constitution Day, September 17th, we 
pause and look a t the background, as well 
as the m eaning of the Constitution.

Before the Constitution, and under the 
Articles of Confederation, the th irteen  colo­
nies were loosely governed. The Articles of 
Confederation provided only for a legislative 
departm ent. Congress had the rig h t to do 
anything; but the power to do nothing. 
Each of the th irteen  colonies was a petty  
kingdom in itself; ready, a t  a moments 
notice, to fly a t the th ro a t of the oher colo­
nies. The u tte r  weakness of the Confedera­
tion, the prostration  of trade and manufac- 
tures, the poverty of the farm er, and the 
general contempt in which the government 
was held everywhere in the world, finally 
compelled the leaders of the colonies to call 
a convention to remedy these evils. As a 
result, in 1787, the Constitution was pre­
sented fo r ratification to the th irteen  colo­
nies. When the Constitution was adopted, 
the erisis of the new country was passed.

The new Constitution provided for three 
departm ents, carrying out the theory of 
“Checks and Balances” in such a m anner 
th a t no one p a r t of the governm ental mach­
ine could function w ithout the assistance and 
co-operation of the others.

William P itt, perhaps the g rea test sta tes­
man of his time, made the statem ent: “The 
Constitution will be the wonder and adm ira­
tion of fu tu re  generations, and the model 
of fu tu re  constitutions.” How strangely 
prophetic were his words—for they have 
come true. The Constitution is the leading 
document of its kind in the world; it  has 
served as the example for many nations.

As Randolph Leigh, one of the leading 
authors of to-day, says: “No world power 
of the present tim e has a  government which 
reaches back so fa r  as ours w ithout a break. 
France, Italy , Germany, A ustria, all have 
experienced tempestuous changes in govern­
ment since the adoption of our Constitution. 
F rance has made the circuit twice from  half- . 
hearted representative governm ent to mob-' 
ocracy and then to despotism; today it is 
a democracy. Germany has swept through 
many stages from  p e tty  despotism and cen­
t r a l  absolutism to the chaos of today. 
Russia has passed from  absolutism to dem­
ocracy and then to Sovietism.” B ut the 
Constitution is still going full blast, w ith 
but twenty-one amendments. Compare these 
com paratively slight changes of government 

“with the changes th a t have taken place in 
the governments of the world.

Registration Now Going (1

The opening of the 1935-1936 
'Torah Season was heralded last wel 
a side-splitting puppet show;. , Thij 
was presented through the courtesy!
E. R. B. and was enjoyed immensely! 
children. The serving of ■ lollypops j 
greatly  enhanced the enjoyment of th j 
ing rally.

R egistration increases are noted 
day goes by and the full quota is ej 
to  be reached w ithin a few weeks, 
tically the same staff of teachers till 
w ith the Talmud Torah last year hat 
re-engaged. The classes have been 
ganized and sessions are held daily be| 
the hours of 4 and 7, and Sunday morr

Rabbi Philip Goodman, the Princij 
now engaged in a  campaign to inti 
registration . Trying to discount the| 
th a t the Jewish population of Harle 
gradually  dwindling away. Rabbi Gooj 
hopes to haye a reg istra tion  as numeral 
th a t of last year. L etters and circil 
have been sent out to the parents rem iif 
them  of their duty to furnish  their chi| 
w ith a Hebrew education, and various 
means of arousing in terest have beei; 
dertaken.

MUSHROOM SYNAGOGUES 
(Continued from  Page 1)

Talmud Torahs, Synagogues, Yeshh 
and other w orthy institutions which re l l  
a g rea t extent for the ir m aintenance 
funds obtained a t the High Holy Days ^  
thus le ft w ithout any appreciable income j 
carry  on their program  of Jewish activix

Many of these so-called “mushroom-synl 
gogues” are unfortunately housed in  placS 
absolutely unfit fo r public worship, especl 
ally a t the sanctified tim e of our High Hoi* 
Days. As a result, they have become 
badge of shame in the eyes of our fello^ 
Jews and members of the community^ 
large.

W hat does the Constitution mean to th l 
Citizen today  ? Cannot it not be said, with! 
out fear of contradiction, th a t itjm eans a i  
much today as it  did in 1787 ? F or the Coni 
stitu tion  still rem ains the bulwark of ouil 
liberties, g ran ting  to each individual thij 
rig h t to exercise personal freedom, provide« 
th a t in the exercise of such freedom, he does) 
not infringe upon the righ ts of others.

During the long period of tim e of its) 
existence, the Constitution has undergonf 
the acid te s t of crises and has proven itse lf  
to be so basically and fundam entally sounc 
in principle, th a t we need have no appre-? 
hension as to our future.
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HE LIFE OF ABRAHAM ISAAC HAGOHEN
KOOK

gears; 3i%o = Cfris; W ttk
Chapters of Jewish History

CHIEF RABBI OF THE HOLY LAND
September 14th

By Rabbi Philip Goodman

n the fourth  of Ellul, 5695 ( September 
1935) a brilliant lum inary am ongst the 
»nted sta rs of Israel was extinguished, 
p illar of fire th a t guided the Chosen 

ople through the vicissitudes and tria ls 
this generation, was dimmed. Abraham  
ac Hacohen Kook, Chief Rabbi of the 
iy Land, has severed his earth ly  chains 
1 gone to the realm  of eternal life. May 
memory of the righteous be fo r a bless-

;

-cclaimed the g rea test religious scholar 
this generation, undoubtedly one of the 
s t  venerable figures of th is age, Rabbi 
ok was beloved by the orthodox and 
eral elements of the Jews. As Talmudist, 
ilosopher, Kabbalist, and poet, he excelled 
each particu lar field. He harmoniously 

d uniquely blended his knowledge, reach- 
the acme of Jewish learning. W orld 

w ry can ill afford the g rea t loss which 
ey now m ust bear in their critical struggle 

religious survival.

Rabbi Kook was born on the 18th of Ellul, 
*5 in Graiva, near Dvinsk, Latvia. He 

is a descendant of a long line of em inent 
hd distinguished Rabbis, both on his pater- 
al and m aternal side. Upon his . entrance 
nto “cheder” for the first tim e a t the early 
ge of four, he obstinately refused to begin 
he study of the prayer-book.' His teacher 
~olded him. “Abraham , "why do you not 
esire to study ? Every Jewish child m ust 
tudy, and if not. . . . .” The rem ainder of 
e sentence, although le ft unspoken, was 
early  understood by the little child as he 
w  the th reatening hand of his’new teacher.

‘I do w ant to study,” answered Abraham , 
‘but not from  a small book. I . w ant to 

study from  these large books,” pointing to 
he huge volumes of the Talmud on the book 
helves. Due to his phenomenal memory 
nd his earnest studiousness, his desire was 
oon gratified.

As a bottomless? pit, he devoured each and 
very "word of his teacher, soon acquiring a 
vide knowledge of the Bible. Two years 
a te r , he commenced the study of the Tal­

mud. His extraordinary- abilities paved a 
-’mooth path  for the young student to the 
cquisition of a deep and wide knowledge 

of the fathom less depths of th a t difficult 
study.

On becoming older he travelled from  
eshivah, imbibing learning from  the g rea t­

est fountains of the Torah, including the 
form er Chief Rabbi of Jerusalem , E lijah 
David Rabinowitz Teomim, then Rabbi in

Ponivez, who was destined to be his father- 
in-law. In  the fam ous yeshiva of Volozhin 
he was the diligent pupil of Rabbi Chayim 
Soleveitchik and Rabbi N afta li Zvi Yehuda 
Berlin.

The engagem ent of Rabbi Kook to the 
daughter of- Rabbi E lijah David, soon fol­
lowed by m arriage, took place when he was 
eighteen years of age. He then planned to 
enter business in order to provide fo r the 
support of his family. However, th a t world- 
acknowledged sage, “Chafetz Chaim,” per­
suaded him to devote his unusual ta lents to 
the service of his people and God.

In 1888 he assumed the duties of his first 
official rabbinical position in Zemal, L ith­
uania. He la te r occupied im portant posi­
tions in different Jewish communities of 
E astern  Europe.

Upon the death of Rabbi N aphtali H ertz 
of Jaffa, Palestine, the community extended 
a m ost cordial invitation to Rabbi Kook to 
act as their spiritual leader. Many of thé 
m ost prom inent communal heads pleaded 
w ith him to rem ain in Europe. A t the same 
time, he was offered im portant and desirable 
positions in various communities.. Unable 
to overcome the deep longings of his soul 
to tread  the soil of the Holy Land, he was 
obliged to decline the m any generous offers 
and proceeded to Eretz Yisroel.

In  1904, upon his arrival in Palestine to 
occupy the Rabbinical seat of Jaffa, a new 
stage in the purposeful life of Rabbi Kook 
commenced. I t  is well-nigh impossible to 
describe his ecstatic emotions when he set 
foot fo r the first tim e on the holy soil..

The new spiritual head was immediately 
faced with the m ost weighty problems to 
solve. On one hand, there was a definitely 
negative attitude on the p a rt of the young 
pioneers in the new colonies to religious life. 
On the other hand, there was a forceful 
oppositibn to the rebuilding of Zion by non­
religious elements on the p a rt of the older 
religious groups in Jerusalem . His extreme 
foresight and keen mind was: instrum ental 
in m oderating the attitudes of both extre- 
ipists ; consequently influencing both fac­
tions towards the true ideal he envisioned__
the restoration  of the Land of Israel in ac­
cordance w ith the Law of Israel.

In Jaffa, Rabbi Kook founded and directed 
a yeshivah which functioned as an ideal 
center of spiritual endeavor. His lectures 
a ttracted  and influenced many of the “in­
te llig e n ts ia ’ of Jaffa and the neighboring 
colonies who came to listen to the wisdom 
of this sage.

Concluded next week

Death of ‘M aharil,’ 1427. Jacob ben Moses 
Mölln was born about 1365, and studied 
under R. Shalom of A ustria  a t  W iener-Neu­
stadt. A fterw ards, he took up his abode 
a t  Mayence. Even in his youth he had won 
a reputation  fo r learning as well as for 
p iety; and how he became recognized as one 
of the g rea test Rabbinical authorities of his 
age. Questions came in to him from  all 
parts  of Germany; and his pupils eagerly 
observed all of his' actions, however minute, 
fo r their personal guidance in the fu ture. 
One of them, Zalman of St. Goar, subse­
quently published his notes, which obtained 
a wide circulation. They were w ritten  for 
purely legalistic purposes; but inevitably the 
figure of the saintly  rabbi about whom they 
center stands, out above all in clear-drawn 
lines. So much?so. is this the case th a t it 
has been possible to call the author, w ith 
good reason, ‘a  Jewish Boswell.’ Jacob 
Mölln, was one of the first persons to be 
distinguished w ith the new rabbinical title  
of ‘Morenu,’ now universal; hence his name, 
Morenu haRav Jacob Levi, of which. 
‘M aharil’ is an abbreviation..

September 16th

Conversion of Sabbatai Zevi, 1666. The 
pseudo-Messiah had left Smyrna for Con­
stantinople amid the  frenzied hopes of his - 
adherents all oyer the world. A t last, his 
hour had struck, and the Sultan him self , 
m ust recognize his claims, or else be re-^  
duced to subjection. In Avignon, the whole 
community made ready to set sail fo r the 
Holy Land; while shrewd business-men in 
H am burg and London wagered enorm ousT 
sums th a t the ir hero would shortly be ac­
knowledged generally as King of Judaea. On 

■ arrival a t  the Dardanelles, Sabbatai was a r-  j 
rested  by order of the Grand Vizier. This, ' 
however, made no difference to his adm irers. 
W as it not inevitable th a t the Messiah 
should suffer tribulations before his final 'A 
trium ph? The fo rtress of Abydos, where 
he was imprisoned, was called by them by 
the m ystical title  of the Tower of S trength ; 
and they thronged to v isit him, bearing rich 
gifts. P rayers were offered l up in all the 
synagogues fo r Our Lord and King, the 
holy and righteous Sabbatai Zevi,. Anointed 
of the God of Israe l; and the ninth of Ab 
was generally observed as a feast-day, as 
the anniversary of his birth. In his prison, 
the pseudo-Messiah m aintained an alm ost 
royal state . A t last, the patience of the 
Turkish authorities was exhausted. Sabbatai 
was summoned ,to Constantinople, and 
brought before the Sultan. The a lte rna­
tives of apostasy or death were laid before

(C o n tin u ed  o n  p a g e  4 )
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A n attem p t is here made to summ arize 
briefly the proposed activities fo r the com­
ing season. Detailed inform ation will be 
given upon request. Study the lis t and 
check those th a t in te rest you. T ear off 
th is outline and mail or leave i t  a t  the 
Institu tional Synagogue, w riting  your name, 
address, and membership classification a t 
the bottom.

Classes a re  FR EE to  members. Notice 
-.'will be given of dates and hours of classes 
and activities.

Cultural Courses
( ) “Institu tional P layers.” P lay pro­

duction including staging. Lectures. 
( ) Debating. Form al, inform al, and

teams.
( ) A rt Group. A rt Appreciation. Draw­

ing and poster work.
( ) A rts  and Crafts.
( ) Academic subjects. Languages, sci­

ences. S tate  definite subjects:

( ) 
( ) 
( ) 
( )

( i  
( )

Bookkeeping.
Accounting.
Bible Class fo r Adults.
Jewish Religious Customs and Cere­
monials.
Jewish H istory.
Hebrew for beginners o i advanced 
Students.

Physical Education 
Gymnasium.
Pool.
Special Class fo r adults.
House Teams,
Swimming Classes.

Clubs
Junior.
Interm ediate.
Senior.
Cub Scouts.
Boy Scouts.
Girl Scouts.
Palestine Travel Club.

Miscellaneous Activities 
Game Room. Checkers, chess, ping- 
pong, tournam ents.
Savings Bank.
Em ploym ent Bureau fo r Sabbath 
Observers.
Leaders’ Council.
D ram atic perform ances.
Concerts.
Social Dancing.
Basketball Games and Dances. 
Motion Pictures.

i  )
I  )
( )
( )
( )

( )
( )
( )
( )
( )I  I 
( )
( )

I  )
( )

( )
( )
( )I )
< )
( ) 
Suggestions:

Nam e.■ __
Address _______
Membership Classification

YEARS AGO—THIS WEEK
(Continued from  Page 3)

him; and, pusillanimously, he chose the 
form er. Donning the white tu rban  of_ the 
true believer instead of his Jewish head- 
gear, he proclaimed his belief in Islam , and 
le ft the royal presence as Mehemet Effendi, 
and a royal pensioner. The m ost rem ark­
able episode in the Whole story  followed, as 
belief in his claims was not shaken by th is 
despicable action. I t  was imagined th a t the 
Messiah m ust have experience of every side 
of human life—even the lowest-^—before he 
pould accomplish his mission; or else th a t 
i t  was only a phantom bearing his shape 
th a t had apostasised. Throughout the Jew ­
ish world, bands of devoted adherents con­
tinued to assert his claims. He him self en­
couraged them, continuing to  consort w ith 
his adm irers and to practice mystic rites in 
the ir company, until, surprised in the act, he 
was banished to.Dulcigno. His cult revived, 
however, even his death a t this place, on the 
Day of Atonem ent ten years la ter (Septem ­
ber 10th, 1676).

C lu b  C o u n c il

The righteous m an is a p illar upon which 
all the world rests.

Even he who lives upon charity  should 
practice benevolence.

I t  is better to  lend than  to give. To give 
employment is b e tte r  th an  either.

The practice o-f beneficence will assure the 
m aintenance of one’s possessions.

pmn»n id pVmD̂  1^3
REAL K ASHRUTH AT

GRUNDW ERG'S Hotel NEW YORKER
Acknowledged by the Orthodox Rabbinate 

F irst Class Cuisine — M oderate R ates 
Sea W ater in All Baths 

Connecticut and Oriental Avenues 
A tlantic City, N. J . Phone 4-9976

TROTZKY CATERERS
'Catering in all Leading Hotels" 

50 CENTRAL PARK SOUTH 
(St. Moritz Hotel)

New York City

*1* *y* *%* *♦**%* *%* *1* *1* »M« *1* *1* *1* *1* *1* *1* *%* *%* »I* »I* »X* »I* »X* »1* *1*

“ W here D airy Food  
at its B est”

( continued from  Page 1 )

This publication served as a connecting la 
between the members o f-the various cluf 
and detailed the news and gossip of 
D epartm ent. The Council was also 
terested in arranging  weekly dances for 
members, and in the Purim  Carnival.

A t the coming m eeting a compreherisj 
program  of activities, arranged by Re 
P hilip Goodman, D irector of the Dept 
m ent of Center Activities, will be present 
to the Council.

-Representatives of the various groups 
organizations are urged to attend th is m( 
ing. Refreshm ents will be served.

JEW ISH  EMANCIPATION 
The whole question of emancipation, ai 

concerns only our external condition, is j 
Judaism  but of secondary interest. S ooj| 
or la te r the nations will decide the quests 
between rig h t and wrong, between hum anl 
and inhum anity; and the firs t awakening] 
a h igher calling than  the mere lust fo r p<j 
session and enjoyment, the firs t expressij 
of a nobler recognition of God as the 
Lord and F ather, and of the earth  as a  Hcl 
Land assigned by Him to all men fo r t |  
fulfillm ent of the ir hum an calling—-will m  
its  expression everywhere in the emancij 
tion of all who are  oppressed, including 
Jews. We have a  higher object to att; 
and this is entirely in  our own hands—tl  
enabling of ourselves, the realization ( 
Judaism  by Jews.

SAMSON RAPHAEL HIRSCH, 1836
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