
Until recently, Harry Appel and Joe 
Settel were running a neck and neck 
race, Harry to put over the Bazaar in 
a big way and Joe, not to be outdone, 
to make the Show a standing-room-only 
affair. A t the last Board of Directors’ 
meeting, they teamed up so that they 
are now riding both horses at the same 
time like a couple of fancy riding Cos- 
sacks. The Synagogue is getting all 
the breaks as a result. Merchandise is 
coming in, tickets are going out and 
Morris Jablow is going dizzy trying to 
keep all in step and system. And Joe 
has two fine allies in Dave Ullman and 
Moe Langer.

CONTRIBUTIONS
Mr. Gerald Kapiloff, of Lloyd’s 

Press, Inc., dropped in and graciously 
presented us with 50,000 advertising 
cards for the Bazaar. Thanks, 50,000 
circulars qan’t go wrong.

LADIES TO BLAME
Among our fair sex who helped us 

obtain merchandise, are Mrs. Jos. Am 
derson, Mrs. Ralph Guttchen, Mrs. 
Mose Goodman, Mrs. Israel, Mrs. Swis- 
gold, Mrs Alesker, Mrs. Hyman 
Schwarts, Mrs. S. Kommel, Mrs. J. 
Sedwits, Mrs. A. Wiener, Mrs. S. 
Michael, Mrs. Steinberg and Mrs. H. 
Davis.
CONTRIBUTORS' ROLL OF HONOR (Cont.)

Charles Adler; Adoree Hat Co.; 
Aronson-Caplan Co., Inc.; Harry Adler; 
Arlene Novelty Co.; Elisabeth Arden; 
Mr. Ball; Berk Frocks; Max Borgenicht; 
Beatus Stores (Mr. Sheeba); A. S. 
Beck Shoe Stores; Bogedanov Bros.; 
Mr. Barnett; Boulevard Frocks; Victor 
Brown; Henry Circus Coat Co.; Coty 
& Co.; Canvas & Leather Novelty Co.; 
Century Ribbon' Mills, Inc.; Henry a ! 
Dix & Sons; E. 6? D. Dress Co.; Elgart 
& Sons; Epstein Bros.; Eisenstadt 6? 
Joseph (Ben Fromberg) |  Freeman Wine 
& Liquor Co.; Garment Specialty Co.; 
Goldberg Bros.; Mrs. L. Gamson; Isaac 
Goldman; Mrs, S. Goodman; Morris 
Haft & Bro.; Hirsh & Co.; Ernest 
Konig; Kessler Schwarts Co.; Mrs. 
Pauline King; Little Queen; Levinson 
Hat Co.; Modern Button Co.; Mitchell 
Bros.; Mrs. Annie R. Morris; Julius 
Nelson Corp.; New York Toy & Game

Weekly portion : VAYIGASH
Saturday Services ____ .A........  9 :oo A.M
Children’s Service______ __ ___10:00 A.M.
Rabbi Hurwits’s class in Talmud__3:00 P.M.
Young People’s Mincha Service.,__ 4:10 P.M.
Daily Services:

Mornings ...----- .....------ -— 6:45, 7:30, 8:00
Afternoon ......__ ..._____ _____4-15

Between afternoon; and evening services a 
class in Mishnayis is led by Rabbi Goldstein.

~ CHANUKAH CELEBRATION

An appropriate celebration of the Chan­
ukah Festival was held at our building 
on Sunday afternoon, December 5th, 
1937. A  playlet, “Chanukah Lights and 
Hitlerites , was produced under the 
able coaching of Mrs. Mae Beriand 
Rogin.

The cast was as follows:
Mr. Goldenson, Stanley Sardinsky; Ruth 
Weinstein, Marilyn Lunitq; Judah, Jack 
Masser; Paul, Jerold Malamud; Old Man 
and Elijah, Arnold Loebel; Mr. Bitler, 
Joseph Tilem; Mr. Citler, Donald Dit- 
chik; Mr. Chitler, Eugene Blode; Mr. 
Ditler, Billy Label; Mr. Fitler, Monroe 
Lunitz; Mr. Gitler, Bobby Golding; Mr. 
Kitler, Emanuel Yavneh; Mr. Mitler, 
Tanny Bogdanove and neighbors, Elaino* 
Applebaum, Josephine Goldstein and 
Naomi Goldstein.

Songs and recitations were rendered 
Richard Jacobs furnished the music. 
An address was delivered by our Rabbi, 
after which refreshments, prises and 
candy were distributed to the children.

Co.; Norwalk Knitting Mills; Olive 
Coat Co.; Progressive Underwear Co.; 
Plottel Bros.; Park Laundry; hfahny 
Pressner; Perlman Diamond, Inc.;! Play- 
toys, Inc.; Phillips-Jones Corp.; Riner 
Dress Co.; Max Rothstein; Murray 
Resnick; Mrs. H. Rippin; Max Shevrin; 
Elias Savada; Louis Surut; Siegel Bros.; 
Sailor Made Dress Co.; Stavisky Bros.; 
Dr. Nathan Settel; Benjamin Spanbock; 
Mr. Silverstein; Spanbock & Schaeffer; 
Hyman Schwarts; George Sutton; Town 
Tailored Frocks; Albert Turner; Uni­
versal Brassiere fe? Justrite Corset Co.; 
David H. Ullman; Venus Lingerie; 
Wilson Co.; Washington Shops,’ 
Mannie Weinstein; Wahlcraft Mfg.’ 
Co. (Elias Jacoby); Harry Ward.

B azaar O p en s This Saturday Night, D ecem b er 11th, (at the former Mei

OUR ACTIVITIES

Our Institution has taken on the ap­
pearance of a beehive during the busy 
season. One cannot keep up with all 
that is taking place. In every nook and 
corner you come upon some meeting. 
Committees are as prolific as snowflakes 
in a blizzard. Enthusiasm oozes, in 
fact gushes all over the place.

After the regular meetings and the 
Bible classes conducted by Rabbi Gold­
stein, social hours were had, Mrs. Alesker 
and Mrs. Kommel, having been the 
hostesses on November 29th, and Mrs. 
Pauline King and Mrs. Harry Mirken 
on December 6th.

PUBLIC SPEAKING

If the gentlemen of the Congregation 
wishto know why the speakabilities of 
their better halves have developed so 
decisively of late, let them drop in on 
the class in public speaking conducted, 
without charge, for the ladies of thè 
Congregation, Wednesday mornings 
at 10:30.

CONGREGATIONAL SINGING

As a boy, the editor joined a choir 
and remained a member until the Can' 
tor found out what was wrong with the 
choir. He certainly could have made 
good use of the class in Congregational 
singing conducted every Monday even­
ing at 8 by Cantor Yavneh for the 
benefit of all -our members, regardless 
of age, sex or previous condition of 
voice.

BAR MITZVAH

Our congratulations are extended to 
Mr. and Mrs. Albert H  .Cohen of 124 
West 79th St., who will celebrate the 
Bar Mitqvah of their sqn Justin. W e 
also felicitate Mrs. Annie Mirken, the 
grandmother of the Bar Mitqvah.

OUR SHO W

“Barchester Towers,” with Ina Claire, 
at Martin Beck Theatre, Monday even- 

December 20th. Tickets at the 
office of the Synagogue. See page 2 for 
review.

Bldg.) 7 6 th  St. and B road w ay
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THE PENDULUM SWINGS BACK

“The Times,” this week, carries a dis- 
patch from Mexico City that 22 per 
cent of the persons deported from 
Mexico this year had been Jews, it  haw 
ing been said that “their form of busi­
ness often conflicts with that of our 
(Mexican) nationals.” History verifies 
that the most oppressed tend to become 
the worst oppressors and Mexico seems 
to follow the pattern.

The disquieting point is, what are we 
doing about it. W e seem to be divided 
into three groups; first, those poorly 
off, whose sole worry is to get along; 
secondly, those well off, who feel that 
they are all right and do not worry 
about the other fellow; and the last 
group, a small but clear-thinking minor­
ity, who voluntarily shoulder everyone’s 
burdens, who face facts and study con­
sequences. It is to the last group that 
we must turn to attend to our ultimate 
salvation.

W hy not join this last group? Hitler 
and his ilk do not seem to differentiate 
between rich and poor Jew, full and 
half-blooded Jew, or great and humble 
Jew. So, in the language of the streets, 
“Hadn’t we better get wise to ourselves” 
and give serious attention to our mount­
ing problems?

THE PLAY-BOY
By ROBERT BREITBART

The outstanding event of the last 
fortnight has been the return, after too 
long an absence, of one of Broadway’s 
brightest lights—Miss Ina Clairè. W e 
are happy to report her light still shines 
brightly.

As we must all know by no\v, “BAR- 
CHESTER TOW ERS” is an adapta­
tion of Anthony Trollope’s novel of 
the same name. Ably paced by Miss 
Claire, it becomes a portrait of what 
the Victorians should have been but 
weren’t. History’s loss is our gain.

jo Mielziner’s excellent settings 
brings us the genteel Victorian era, 
and Miss Claire’s Madeline is a mas­
terly portrayal of Victorian unconven- 
tionality. Madeline, who returns from 
Italy to the small cathedral town of 
Barchester Towers after a spat with her 
husband, proceeds to set the astounded 
inhabitants on their collective and 
figurative ears, Confined to wheel chair 
and couch due to a feigned illness, 
Madeline nevertheless manages to show 
a healthy aversion to the smugness with 
which the town is afflicted and an un­
healthy disregard for the sanctimonipus- 
ness, if not the sanctity, of the gentle­
men of the cloth.

In the space of three acts, this design­
ing and beguiling hussy woos and wins 
the somewhat dazed Mr. A rabin . and 
then gives him back to the timid Miss 
Bold, puts a designing churchman and 
meddling woman in their places and 
generally upsets various churchmen be­
fore she decides to return to her hus­
band.

Thomas Job, the adapotr, has given 
Miss Claire some of the wittiest: lines 
of the season. In Spots, on opening 
night, the bon mots came with such 
machine-gun rapidity that some were 
lost ip the laughter—a fault which has 
no doubt been corrected by now.

The supporting cast, not blessed with 
the witticisms or the witchery of the 
star, manages to do a more than ade­
quate job (no, pun). The delicately 
lovely Miss Mattesori and Mr. O’Flynn 
are a thoroughly acceptable juvenile 
pair. Mackenzie W ard, as Madeline's 
conniving brother, manages to be al­
most as unctuously designing as Miss 
Claire—which is no small feat. And 
J. M. Kerrigan, who vies with Donald 
Duck as a scene-stealer, makes the most 
of a small role as a human romantic 
archbishop.

By Rabbi Herbert S. Goldstein

THE BALANCED JEW

This is the 500th anniversary of the 
birth of Abarbanel. Of what interest 
is this to us today?

Every now and then we pick up the 
newspaper and' we read of some discov­
ery made by a Jew in medicine, art or 
engineering. W e are surprised that we 
have never heard of the name before. 
W hat is the reason? These Jews are 
wittingly or unwittingly selfish. They 
strive to advance their own personal in­
terests with utter disregard of their 
people’s interests. They are unbalanced 
Jews. The balanced jew is the one who 
can climb the ladder of success in his 
own professional or commercial sphere 
and, at the same time, Scale the ladder 
of jewish endeavor to equal heights.

Today, when we celebrate the 500th 
anniversary of the birth of Isaac Abar­
banel, we are honoring a man who was 
not only an outstanding statesman but 
a great Jewish commentator. Abar­
banel was born in Lisbon, Portugal, in 
1437. On July 30, 1492, to the dis­
grace and ruin of the country, every 
unbaptized Jew and Jewess was ex­
pelled from Spain. ^

A  special dispensation: was given to 
Abarbanel to remain in the country 
because he was King Ferdinand’s and 
Queen Isabella’s treasurer. He did not 
avail himself of this privilege but joined 
his brethren in their flight from Spain. 
He went to Italy and here, too, his tal­
ents were employed by the various 
Italian rulers who engaged him in their 
diplomatic service. In Venice he nego­
tiated a commercial treaty between the 
Venetian Republic and. Portugal. A t 
the same time, he was leading his peo­
ple, and was writing works on Jewish 
philosophy. W e may well say of Isaac 
Abarbanel, in the words of the Psalmist, 
“He was among the princes, even among 
the princes of his people.”

Would that we might be able to 
proclaim similarly of our Jews of talent 
and fortune today, that they not only 
win fame in secular fields, but are 
“princes among their own people” as 
well.



WEST SIDE INSTITUTIONAL REVIEW 3

INTERESTING STAMPS
By JOSEPH E. DAVIDSON 

VI. KING FERDINAND, QUEEN ISABELLA 
AND ISAAC ABARBANEL.

A  PLAY IN TWO SCENES
Dramatic Personae, in the Order 

of Appearance:
Don Isaac Abarbanel, Treasurer to Fer' 

dinand and Isabella
Don Abrahatn Senior, his partner, pur' 

veyor to the armies of Spain 
King Ferdinand 
Queen Isabella
Don Tomas Torquemada, the Grand 

Inquisitor
SCENE Jf The interior of a small 

Moorish home on the outskirts of 
Granada. The room facing the 
street is dimly lighted, and near 
one of -the windows a stately man 
in his middle fifties stands looking 
out expectantly into the street. He 
appears agitated. He begins pacing 
the floor and from time to time 
takes his place in front of the win­
dow. A t length he nods an ac­
knowledging glance to a passerby 
who ascends the threshold and en­
ters. The newcomer is Don Abra­
ham Senior, Purveyor to the armies 

, of Their Catholic Majesties, Fer­
dinand and Isabella. The man at 
the window is his partner, the 
scholarly Don Isaac Abarbanel. It 
is about midnight of March 29th, 
1492.

Abarbanel (extending his hand in 
greeting as Senior enters): You need 
not talk, your countenance tells me 
everything.

Senior (dejectedly drops into an arm­
chair) : There is no hope. It is baptism 
or expulsion. The Queen herself has 
told me so!

Abarbanel: Methinks an audience 
with the King may still help. He is a 
practical man, and the sound of the 
jingling ducats may succeed where ap­
peals to justice, fairness and mercy will 
not avail. I shall go to the King to­
morrow and offer him my entire fortune 
as a ransom for our people. His in­
satiable greed may still be the means of 
our salvation.

Senior (shakes his head sorrowfully) : 
You may know the King, but you do 
not understand Dona Isabella; it is she 
who is Los Reyes d’Espagna and Ferdi­
nand but does her bidding.

I have known her since she was a

young girl, heiress to the Throne of 
Castile, and at odds with her brother, 
the King, to whom she did not speak for 
years. It was he who commissioned me 
to effect a reconciliation between; them. 
It was then I first learned how unbend­
ing she was, and it was the King who 
had to make all the concessions to his 
sister, as the price of peace. W hen I 
finally became her adviser and enjoyed 
her fullest confidence, she entrusted me 
with the delicate task of bringing about 
her marriage to her cousin, the then 
Heir Apparent to the Throne of 
Aragon. Again she triumphed, and the 
King no doubt to this day still feels that 
it was he who first thought of the plan.

I did gently remind Her Majesty of 
my services and of her grateful appre­
ciation in the past. I pleaded with her 
to accept the princely annuity which 
she still allows me, and to forsake her 
intentions towards our unfortunate 
brethren. (Points to wall.) I might 
just as well have pleaded with that wall. 
Gently she patted me on the shoulder 
arid expressed her regrets that I did not 
view the situation in a more cheerful 
light, and ended by Commanding that I 
accept baptism and so set a commend­
able example to our people.

Crestfallen, I asked her, “W ere there 
then to be no exceptions? How about 
your own girlhood friends whom Your 
Majesty has cherished like sisters for 
these many years? Suppose they refuse 
to accept baptism?”

Nonchalantly she answered, “They 
will have to leave Spain, and if they do 
not, they shall be subject to the penalties 
of the Holy Office.”

I paled. “Does Your Majesty mean” 
—I faltered—I could not go on. “Does 
your Majesty mean that ladies like 
Dona Maria—are to be subjected to the 
rack and the thumbscrew?”

The Queen gased at me sorrowfully 
before answering. “It would be unfor­
tunate and very distressing to me were 
that eventuality to become necessary. 
There is something infinitely more pre­
cious than life,” she began in her slow 
measured and well-modulated tone. 
“However, I should not lift a finger 
were the Grand Inquisitor to order her 
to ibe consumed by fire, knowing as I 
do ;that by destroying her heretical body, 
her God-given soul would be saved for 
all |Eternity!”

I stood almost petrified. Again she 
patted me on the shoulder. “Think it 
oveir, dear friend, and let me know of 
yoijr decision tomorrow. In the mean- 
timje and until then, adios,” and bow­
ing, she retired to her chamber.
SCENE II: Granada, March 30th, 1492. 

Ferdinand and Isabella seated on 
thrones and surrounded by courtiers 
are listening to the impassioned
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DIRECTOR AND CHAIRMAN  
OF MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

SAMUEL SILVER

W e have heretofore taken liberties 
with the great folk of our Shule, but it’s 
all off now. You just can’t get funny 
with Sam Silver. Nobody does,

He’s one of those guys 
W ith solemn eyes,
W ho crosses all t ’s 
And dots all i’s.

So meticulous,
So serious,
A t your nonsense, how 
He’ll raise a fuss.

W e call him “hundred a month Sam,” 
that is, when he doesn’t hear us. In the 
three months he has been chairman of 
the membership committee, we have ob­
tained 300 new members. That’s the 
way he is in everything. In his devo­
tion to his wife, his religion, his syna­
gogue and his business, he is 100%, 
every month.
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GETTING PERSONAL
Mrs. Anderson is pretty lonely since 

she left her husband in Chicago,to con' 
tinue on his business trip. She returned 
to assist with the Bazaar. . .Speaking 
about the Bazaar, Mrs. Harry Appel 
hasn’t  seen her husband in three days. 
Aside from being chairman, he is also 
out getting packages.. .Mr. Samuel W . 
Siegel will take over the accounting for 
the Bazaar. He and his staff have a 
new idea. They work without pay Mrs. 
Jack Levine hasn’t been home to cook a 
meal in a long time. She’s hunting mer­
chandise. Like the Mounties, she al­
ways gets her package. . .That’s about 
all for the Bazaar. . .Max Moscowitz 
leads in congregational singing. His 
voice is heard above the rest. . .Simeon 
Goldstein has been appointed an usher. 
His new motto is “Kindly help us main­
tain decorum, and join in our congrega­
tional singing.” . . .Mrs. David Weiss- 
berg came down from Pelham Manor, 
to attend the Women’s League meeting 
last Monday. That’s the right spirit. . .  
Congratulations to Mr. and Mrs. Sig- 
fried Bendheim, upon the marriage of 
their daughter, Gertrude Carol, to 
Commissioner William B. Herlands. . .  
Harold Eliasberg, grandson of Mrs. 
Bernard Rothblatt, and son of Dr. 
and Mrs. Eliasberg, has joined a stock 
exchange firm. . .  Mrs. Jablow, wife of 
our esteemed Executive Director, is 
working hard, night and day for the 
Synagogue . . .  W e admire the spirit 
shown by Mrs. H, Rippin, who even 
though confined to bed, has obtained 
merchandise for our B azaar.. .Moses 
Langer is preparing for the happy occa­
sion of his son’s Bar Mitzvah. There 
will be a big time. . .Thanks to Sylvan 
Markowitz and Alvin B. Stein for tak­
ing and developing the picture in last 
week’s edition. . .Our Vice-President, 
Max Sanders, is busy with plans for the 
dedication. There will be big doings 
in January. . .Mr. and Mrs. Henry M. 
Mayper of the Hotel Willard enter­
tained their children, grandchildren and 
friends at a dinner on November 30th, 
to celebrate their 40th wedding an­
niversary . . . Rabbi Horowitz is drawing 
tremendous crowds at his Saturday 
afternoon talks. . . Those participating 
in last week’s Mincha services were: 
Leonard Cohen, Speaker; Louis Lan- 
downe, Reader of the Torah; and Buddy 
Friedman, Reader of the Service. . .  
The Young Folks League is giving a 
dance at our building this Saturday 
night. A  novel means of admission was 
decided upon. Pay by your height, one 
cent an inch. Lots of fun in store, along 
with good entertainment. It will be the 
season’s best affair. So I’ll be seein’ you 
th e re .. . H, E.

(Continued from Page 3) 
plea of Don Isaac Abarbanel. Below 
the throne is a table, and on it is 
the Pragmatica or Decree of Expul­
sion on parchment, with an inkwell 
and quill ready for the signatures of 
the King and Queen.

Abarbanel: Again I plead with Your 
Gracious Majesties for those of my co­
religionists who, while still loyal to the 
faith of their fathers, are steadfast in 
their love for the land of their birth, 
where not only they have lived, but their 
ancestors during the many past genera­
tions have lived and died, and in whose 
earth they lie buried.

Do not force them to make the bitter choice 
which you contemplate, since they w ill assuredly 
choose exile rather than abandon that which is  
dearer to them than life  itself—their religion.

ISABELLA: Your people w ill but show them­
selves to  be perfidious and stiff-necked, should 
they make any other choice than Baptism. Many 
have risen to opulence and distinction in  our ser­
vice. I t is  but little  that w e ask in  return.

ABARBANEL (addressing him self to  F erdin and): 
Your Majesty has seen fit to  honor me with your 
confidence and has made it  possible for me to  
amass some wealth. I beseech your Majesty to 
accept my fortune of 30,000 gold ducats and 
everything I  possess, but do not issue the edict 
which w ill make homeless beggars o f one-half 
million inoffensive men, women and children of 
m y people. In God’s name. Your Majesties, I  be­
seech you to have mercy.

(A s he concludes and drops on h is knees, one 
of the adjacent doors opens and a  large, evil­
looking man, garbed in  a  monk’s raiment, enters 
holding a loft a  crucifix. He looks straight a t the 
throne, and as he hears the words 30,000 ducats, 
a frown overspreads his face. I t is  Don Tomas 
Torquemada, the dreaded Head Inquisitor.)

TORQUEMADA (addressing the R u lers): Judas 
Iscariot betrayed and sold our blessed Saviour for  
thirty pieces o f  silver. You—you (he points his 
long thin finger a t them) would sell him  again  
for 30,000 pieces o f gold. (H e hurls his crucifix 
at the_ table upon which lie the parchment and 
the quill, turns on his heel and leaves the chamber.)

CONDOLENCES
The members of the Congregation 

extend sincere sympathy to Mrs. 
Lena Shaine, upon the death of her 
brother, Louis M. Kopple, uncle of 
Maurice L. Shaine.

Do You Wish To Enjoy 
A  Real Home Cooked Meal r l 

Under Srict Dietary LawsBADER’S - §  RESTAURANT
218 WEST 79th STREET 
Tel. SUsquehanna 7-8573 

“Ask anyone that had a Meal here”

TRafalgar 7-1500

/EON GARAGE
Live and D ead  Storage  

Service Our Specialty 
Cor. Broadway and 76th Street

After-Theatre Specialties 
®

GOTTLIEB’S

RESTAURANT
157-159 West 49th Street

Circle 6-0789 Circle 7-8520

©
LARGE SELECTION OF 

C h oice  W ines and Liquors

Meet a fellow member at

2270 Broadway

OfTliomi. ©.¿nch,Stadia

7fie~Ti d G S
ON O C E A N  DR I VE  AT 12th and  13tm STREETS 

*THE SKYSCRAPER HOTEL ON THE OCEAN*

Miami Beach’s 
Outstanding 

Hotel
Achievement

12 Stories of luxurious liv­
ing. Sky Top Solariums, 
Tropical Patios, Cocktail 
Lounge and Grille, Pent 
Houses, Surf Bathing from 
Hotel. All sports and social 

activities. Modifed American (breakfast and dinner) 
and European Plans. Superlative Kosher Cuisine.


