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THE d r a id l e  WM. HERLANDS TO ADDRESS MEN'S CLUB
A NOVEL SPIN—AN OLD CUSTOM ------------------

by Ur. Sidney B. Hoenig Speak on T h e  Synagogue S R.ole in the P O il'IF¿IT P eriod

The Chanukah lights are burning 
brightly, the appropriate pages have 
already been sweetly recited, the 
delicious latkes’ eaten, — and now 
we are ready for the "playing of 
the draidle.'-'

In its various facets, the story of 
Chanukah—the story of an unex­
pected but happy reversal of events 
is clearly visualized.

As the name implies, the draidle 
is a "Spinning top'' but symbolically 
it recalls to us the "turn-over'' of 
events of centuries ago. |\As well 
known there are inscribed upon this 
spin-top the Hebrew letters - Nun, 
Gimel, Hay, Shin which are but the 
initial letters of the historic phrase 
inscribed upon; Judah Maccabee's 
banners Nes gadol haya sKum — "A 
great miracle occurred there.” How­
ever when taking the Draidle in 
hand, these letters become paying 
directors for a "put and take” game. 
The nun may mean "nothing” gimel 
-—"give”, Hay-y"half”, shin—'"sure 
win.” But moreover, the Draidle em­
phasizes that the game of chance in 
life goes on evermore.

Though the playing of the "teeto-c 
lem” (draidle) originated in medie­
val days, our scholars sought in the 
Bible for a confirmation of the game. 
They found the letters in the Biblical 
portion of the Week in the story of 
Judah's coming to Goshen. The Bible 
relates that when Jacob planned to 
come to Egypt he sent Judah before 
him unto Joseph, to show the way 
PU.tM v;27. nVYirft (Genesis 43:34. 
These letters of Goshen 
are similar to those on the draidle, 
emphasizing that Judah, the son of 
Jacob, as well as Judah Maccabee 
showed the way for Israel.- The very 
fact that the letters nitS'S are equal 
in numerical equivalent (gematrea) 
to (Messiah), (both evalu­
ated as 358), even inspired many to 
believe that the Messiah, of the 
House of Judah, would be the an­
no inted one to show the way for fur­
ther unexpected and miraculous

,(Continued on page 2)

ISAAC SLIFKIN, NEW  YORK COUNTY COMMANDER
JEWISH WAR VETERANS

December 8, 1944 
Vaad Hatzalah 
132 Nassau Street 

I am happy to be able to re­
port to you that approximately 
1,355 Hungarian Jews have ar­
rived in Switzerland from Camp 
Bergenbelsen. They arrived 
during the night of December 
6th to 7th and are temporarily 
near St. Galen.

Very truly yours,
John W. Pehle

Executive Director, Executive 
Office of the President, War 
Refugee Board, Wash. 25 D. C.

Young People Meet 
Harold Levine Elected Pres.

The new group of young people 
above thé age of twenty have formu­
lated interesting plans for the season.

The newly-elected officers are: Ha­
rold Levine, President; Lenore Kap­
lan, Vice-President; Dan Schachter, 
Secretary; Sylvia Kestenbaum, Trea­
surer.

At the next meeting, this Sunday 
evening at 8:30 promptly, Morton 
Cohen will revue Sumner Welles re­
cent book, "Time For Decision.”

Women’s League 
Demonstration

f( Victory Fashions”
Mrs. Warren Goldsmith, co-chair­

man with Mrs. Paul Shapiro of our 
program committee has arranged a 
very delightful program for an open 
meeting on Monday afternoon, .Dec. 
18th at 2:15 o'clock at our building.

Mrs. Charlotte Wilkinson Macy's 
Fashion Consultant, will give a  lee-1 
ture and demonstration on "Victory 
Fashions.” A social hour will follow.

All the women of the Congregation 
and their friends are cordially invited 
to attend.

LEAD THE DISCUSSION

All Men Invited To Attend 
This Interesting Meeting

Hon. William B. Herlands

This Monday evening, Rabbi Gold­
stein's Bible Class will give way to 
an open meeting of The Men's Club. 
Hon. William B. Herlands Member 
of New York Bar and former Com­
missioner of Investigation of New 
York City will be the guest speaker. 
His topic "A Plan for Aid to War 
Veterans Through the Synagogue” 
promises a timely and novel exposi­
tion of what will soon prove to be a 
major problem for the nation.

Mr. Herlands is a member of our 
Congregation and among his numer­
ous cultural activities are the follow- 
Orthodox Jewish Congregations of 
ing—Vice-President of the Union of 
America,' Chairman of the Inter- 
Group : Relations Committee of the 
Jewish Welfare Board. Director of 
Yeshiva College and Chairman of the 
Yeshivos Board of Education.

Isaac Slifkin, New York City Com­
mander of the Jewish War Veterans 
will also take part in the discussion 
of this vital subject on the evening's 
agenda.

We can assure all men an inter­
esting and an enjoyable evening and 
we therefore invite your male friends; 
to attend.

A collation will follow.
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Eight Little Candles
The Chanukah candles although 

small in size and of different color 
are nevertheless, quite .important.

We have often wondered why such 
importance should be attached to 
these candles, since the Jewish cus­
tom throughout the year requires 
the lighting of large, beautiful white 
tapers every Sabbath and Ypm-Tov.

In a way, the. Chanukah candles 
are closely similar to the character of 
the Jewish people. Like the Chanu­
kah candles, Israel too, is a small 
and diminutive group and different 
in appearance but, so very import­
ant! The tiny, Chanukah candles are 
important because they commemor­
ate the never-ceasing flame of the 
'Nayr Tamid—the Eternal Light in 
the Holy Temple. Israel too, as a 
small group of people, must always 
represent the Eternal Light of hope 
for Tolerance, Justice and Equality— 
the 'Nayr Tamid" in the Temple of
Humanity. .

Therefore, in lighting the eight lit­
tle candles, we should become in­
spired with' a powerful ambition 

I IDlpDS i l l  ||§ ¡1
"Mav the light of Israel ever be kept 
burning.” : Z. Z,

"AS

R'CHASH 

SEES 

IT"

190th COMMANDMENT 
The Nakedness of the Mother 
by Rabbi Herbert S. Goldstein

A son should not uncover the na­
kedness of his mother as it is writ- 
tenpin Leviticus, Chapter 18, Verse 7, 
"The nakedness of thy mother shalt 
thou not uncover." This is not only 
disrespectful Jo  the father but to the 
mother as well. It cheapens • her 
standing. One who transgresses this 
law breaks two commandments, one 
because of his-mother and the other 
because it is the wife of his father. 
It makes no difference whether the 
father is alive or not; she is always

THE DRAIDLE
(Continued from  page  1)

events. The light of Benjamin was I 
about to be dimmed by his servitude 
in Egypt when the first Judah made 
with his zeal, rekindled the flame 
in his battles- for liberty and freedom 
in Palestine. The struggle of the 
Hasmoneans was thus also a sym­
bolic reversal of the bondage of 
Goshen.

As the draidle was usually made 
of wood, an allusion fo it was ever 
found in the Haftorah of the Week. 
(Ezekial 37:16).

"And thou son of man take thee 
one stick and write upon it for Judah 
and for the Children of Israel his 
companions." The Draidle with its 
titles spelt unity for Israel.' Since 
money is needed for the draidle, 
Chanukah gelt became popular. 
Even the Chanukah song "Rock of 
Salvation" Yi£ TiyQ helped accum­
ulate pennies.' But instead of singing 
Maoz Zur, a Jewish wit would often 
cynically begin the melody with q 
slight change of the last consonant 
of the first word. He would sing only 
Maos Zur ¡¡j|  Money is my
salvation. But only then would he 
allow himself the amusing "play of 
words' 'in order to add to the gaiety 

.and festivity of the occasion. Still 
the meaning of Chanukah in its ser-

his father's wife. This command­
ment pertains to all times and all 
places and one who transgresses it 
is to be stoned.

191st COMMANDMENT 
The Nakedness of Thy Father's Wife 

The Jewish religion forbids a union 
with a step-mother as we read in 
Leviticus, Chapter 18 Verse 8, "The 
nakedness of thy father's wife shall 
ye not uncover: it is thy father's na­
kedness." (Hertz) As marriage makes 
man and wife one, (see Genesis, 
Chapter 2, Verse 24), so a step-mo­
ther was regarded as a blood rela­
tion of the nearest kind. The reason 
for this is that an immoral act to­
wards a stepmother is a disgraceful 
act toward one's father, whether it 
be during his life time or after his 
death or even if they be divorced. 
The world is greatly benefited, when 
parents are respected we listen 
to what they say. A parent will rarely 
mislead a child religiously and mor­
ally. These laws refer not only to 
Jews but to Gentiles as well. They 
refer to all times and all places and 
one who transgresses this command­
ment with intent is stoned.

ious vein was never forgotten. All 
recognized that Chanukah taught 
that the Jew is essentially a (Sha- 
mash) Servant of Light. In the face of 
any overwhelming storm he main­
tains his own Light of Liberty and 
Conscience. Like the Hasmonean of 
old the Jew of today regards his Light 
as a Perpetual Lamp. He is ever 
ready to rededicate himself, in the 
spirit of Chanukah (Dedication) to 
the eternal battle for human freedom 
and Divine worship. He is ever ready 
to hold the .Symbolic Draidle in his 
hand for he knows that after all the 
dizzy spinning in the world, the Al­
mighty will not cause His people to 
be lost. The final spin will .be for 
good fortune.

Bachad Annual 
Chanukah Celebration 

The Fifth Annual Celebration of 
The Bachad will take place in our 
Synagogue Building S U N D A Y  
evening, December 23rd, at 8 P.M. 
A marvellous evening of entertain­
ment, dancing and song which will 
feature Philip R. Alstat, who will 
present his humorous rendition of 
"Laughing Through Tears" as well 
as the well known hypnotist Peter 
Pan, the Magic Man. Admission — 
99 cents. ,
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Talmud Torah 
Chanukah Assembly

On Sunday morning, December 17, 
the children of the Talmud Torah 
will celebrate the Chanukah Festival 
with a special Assembly which will 
be highlighted with an address by 
Rabbi Goldstein. In addition to a 
unique Chanukah play, there will be 
musical selections, songs and recita­
tions. Special awards will be pre­
sented to those students who have 
done outstanding work and prizes 
will be distributed to those who have 
participated in the recent Keren Ha- 
yishuv Drive.

Once again, the Women's League 
deserves a note of thanks for distri­
buting Chanukah\ candles to every 
boy and girl in the school.

Secure Your Concert 
Tickets Now

There is no time to lose in reserv­
ing your tickets for our Concert at 
the Metropolitan Opera House, Sum- 
day Evening, January 28th, 1944. 
Tickets may be purchased from $1.50 
to $8.50. Call our office immediately 
for reservations—-TR. 7-8281.

CONDOLENCES
We extend our heartfelt sym­

pathies to our friend Mrs. Isi­
dore Freedman upon the loss of 
her father MAX I. LEFKOWITZ, 
late grandfather of Mrs. Jess 
Ward.

Our sincere condolence is 
extended to our member Harry 
Schwartz upon the passing of 
his sister JEANETTE BRENNER.

Guaranteed 
K o s h e r  a n d  “P a r v e ”

All Sunshine Kosher crackers 
and cookies are baked under 

the supervision of a Rabbi
KOSHER DIVISION OF LOOSE-WILES ¿ISCUIT GQ-

W EEK LY PRA YER SCHEDULE

Rosh Chodesh Teves— Sat. & Sum 
Light Candles Friday Evening 5:22 

Weekly Portion: Miketz 
Friday Evening Jr . Cong. .... 5:00
Friday Evening Service ........ 5:20
Saturday Morning Service .... 8:45
Junior Congregation .......   10:00
Sabbath Afternoon Pleasure Hour

..............................    3:15
Sabbath Afternoon Intermediate

Group ......................      4:15
Sabbath Afternoon Youth Confere-

ence ..................    4:15
Rabbi Hurwitz’s Talmud Class 4: 20
Ein Jacob Class ...............   4:20
Mincha Service .................  5:20

R eader o f Service, P. Kadushin 
R eader o f Torah, H. Shapiro

Maariv may be said ............  5:48
The Sabbath  Term inates ........ 6:00
Sunday morning service 6:55, 8:30 
Daily S erv ices :

Mornings ..........  6:55, 8:00, 8:30
Mincha .............................. ,......  5:20

Followed by the study of the Shul- 
chan Aruch by Rabbi Goldstein.

Young Folks Sabbath 
Afternoon Conference

The topic to be discussed at the 
next meeting of the Young Folks Sab­
bath Afternoon Conference, which 
will take place tomorrow at 4:15 P.M., 
will be "Shall Military Conscription 
Be Compulsory." Morton Kamerman 
will uphold the affirmative and Adel­
aide Gottlieb the negative. The host­
ess for tre afternoon will be Sylvia 
Kestenbaum.

Bar Mitzvah
Alan Miller

Congratulations to Mr. and Mrs. 
Harry Miller upon the Bar-Mitzvah 
of their son Alan which will take 
place at our Synagogue tomorrow 
morning.

Same ownership and manage­
ment of Meyer Cohen, Samuel 
M. Grundwerg and Nathan 
Ginsburg.

West Side Institutional Synggogue
. .Officer* ; v.

LESTER U D ELL, ; . . ,.y ,- ' . ............. . , . . .  . .President
AARON WARTELS . . . . . . . . .  .1st Vice-President
MAX E . SANDERS ........... ...... . 2nd Vice-President
SAMUEL SILV ER . .  / : . .  , . . . . . .  Treasurer
HAROLD KAPLAN . . . . . . ...........Ass’t  Treasurer
MORRIS JARLOW . .  . . . . . . .  .Secreterà

HERBERT S, GOLDSTEIN, D.D., Rabw 
EMANUEL L . LIFSCHITZ, Ass’t Rabbi 

(On '.lefive as Chaplain in U.S. Navy)
J ZEV ZAHAVY, Ass’t Rabbi 

ZALMON YAVNEH, Cantor
RABBI S. 

BOARD
Joseph Anderson 
Harry Appel 
Wm. L. Basser 
Julius Bayer 
Samuel K. Beier 
Siegfried Bendheina 
Moses J .  Berlin 
Henry Blankfort 
Joseph Buchsbaum 
David Cohen 
Abraham M. Davis 
Sam Davis 
William E tra  
Samuel Fasten 
Meyer H. Fishman 
Isaac Goldman 
Dr. Benjamin Goldstein 
Maurice Greenstein 
William Horwitz 
Morris Jablòw 
Edward Jàcobs 
Elias J  acoby 
Harold Kaplan

HURWITZ. Sexton 
OF DIRECTORS 

Joseph Kraeler 
Joseph Landowne 
Moses Langer 
Lt. Joshua Levine .... 
Morris Levine 
Morris Levinson 
George L . Livingston 
Adolph Meirowitz 
Lawrence Mirken 
Ma-x Moskowitz 
G. Richard Rubens tein 
Max E . Sanders 
Joseph Settel 
Joseph Shapiro 
Samuel W. Siegel 
Samuel Silver 
Jacob H. Silverstein 
Morris Steinberg 
Lester Udell 
David H. Ullman 
Harry Ward 
Jess Ward 
Aaron Wartels >

Chats About W.S.l.S.
by Morris Jablow

An incident occurred recently in 
the office of the Synagogue; which 
constitutes such a pointed illustra­
tion about being a member of an 
institution, that I could not resist the 
temptation to relate it to you, our 
readers; for your consideration.

A young man who resides. in this 
neighborhod and is trying to enter 
a medical school, called to interview 
Rabbi Goldstein in order to obtain 
from him a letter of recommendation ’ 
showing the young man's connection 
with a Synagogue. The Rabbi asked . 
him if he is a member of our Syna­
gogue and the answer was in the 
negative. The Rabbi thereupon de­
clined to furnish such'a letter, since 
he could not certify truthfully to the 
young man's religious affiliation.

This tale points to an obvious mor­
al. Each of you should become a 
member of the West Side Institutional 
Synagogue, The-dues are only Ten 
Dollars per annum. The satisfaction1 
you will derive from the conscious-! 
ness that you are helping to support' 
our work will be a reward in itself \ 
without considering the possible 
benefit in the future.
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G etting Personal . . .
Mrs. Aaron Goodman is on our 

mck list and we w ish her a speedy 
•.asecovery . . . "Many thanks to our 
•Director SásniáfelIC. Beier for his don­
ations of books to the Synagogue . . . 
Rabbi Goldstein headfed the delega­
tion of rabbis and children, te, the 
White House and presented Vice- 
President Wallace, in the absence of 
the President (who was away on 
vacation) two albums containing 
prayers and petitions of forty thous­
and Jewish children, attending relig­
ious schools in the U.S. in behalf of 
the children in the occupied territor­
ies of Europe . . . Welcome home from 
the armed forces abroad Corporal 
Seymour Goldberg, son-in-law of our 
Director and Mrs. Edward Jacobs . . . 
Congrats to our member, Dr. Isadore 
W. Kahn upon his appointment as 
Professor of Gynecology at the Col­
lege of Physcians and Surgeons at 
Columbia University. We are proud 
of you . . . Congrats to Arnold Oshrin, 
one of our Sabbath afternoon speak­
ers, who was married to Helen Betty 
Heilbrunn and to Beatrice Lawrence 
wed to Maurice Joseph Braun . . . 
Our member Jacob Kaplan received 
a Scroll of Honor from the Federa­
tion of Jewish Charities at a din­
ner in his honor and in addition 
we were delighted to have his 
two sons in shul last Sabbath. 
Lt. Howard in from Fort Monmouth 
and ACR Lewis in from Bard College 
. . . Happy Birthday to Henry Blank- 
fort, Reuben Richman and A1 Gold­
man . . . and to our grand young 
■matriarch, Mrs. Regina Margareten, 
who celebartes her 82nd milestone, 
we send our special greetings . . . 
Rabbi Goldstein delivered the dedi­
catory message of prayer for Chanu­
kah at the annual meeting of JDC 
at the Commodore, as well as the 
opening prayer at the Yeshiva Col­
lege dinner at the Astor . . .  A hearty 
welcome to new members Maurice 
L. Barnet, William Fisher, Israel Kes- 
tenbaum, and Benjamin J. Weinberg 
. . . Joel Burstein gave a fine little 
talk at the Junior Congregation last 
Sabbath.

FOR INFORMATION 

about one grave or a  plot in our 
Memorial Park at Mt Eden Ce­
metery telephone our office TR. 
7-8281.

QARLTON 0ATERERS

50 Central Park South _ 
(Hotel St. Moritz)
NAT TROTZKY

EL. 5-0298

Park West Memorial Chapel 
H erman E . M eyers Alpert Bros. 

115 West 79th Street, New York 
ENdicott 2-3600 

L.I. F ar Rockaway 7-3100

SCHREIBER'S
RESTAURANT 

Good and Strictly Kosher 
Fam ous 25 years in Vienna 

101 W. 85th St., TR. 4-2399

F R A N K ' S
Since 1886

DIAMONDS — WATCHES 
JE W E L R Y  — SILVERW ARE 

2343 Broadway 85th - 86th Sts.

PYTHIAN PLAZA CATERERS 
135 West 70th Street 

New York, N. Y.
Kosher Caterers 
BRAND & ZISKIN 

EN, 2-6290 Robert L Kommel, 
Banquet M anager

M ake Delicious
CHANUKAH

PANCAKES 
quickly, easily, with 

HOROWITZ- 
MARGARETEN 

POTATO PANCAKE  
MIX  

or
MATZOH M EAL

HOROWITZ-
MARGARETEN

T H E  P A T R I C I A N
. .K osher Caterers o f  D istinction..

151 W EST 51st ST R E E T  
I. Schultz I. Rosoff

Circle 7-7068

NEWMAN CATERERS
Distinctive Catering

The Finest in Kosher Catering 
at Leading Hotels, Synagogues, 

or in your own Home.
248 W. 69th St. SU. 7-3400

On ¿Áe- ¿ñcartávttétí ,c?f¿¿antic O itn .

Zòieùw uc/jautt i
t/tip c r tiu o n  crftian lic C e ti/iò u itì J
(AÍoí/ic/l. ¿truiptro a-ttd 7¿at¿¿jÜ./X. /

«¿ em t/A ai ItÁitcutc/pAtec y

Cí/^7f¿L¿C4<jiict¿¿lí

AMERICAN AND EUROPEA PLANS

LAUER MEMORIAL, INC. 
Main Showroom 

2020 Jerome Avenue 
near Burnside Avenue Station 

SE. 3-5400
Monuments erected 
on all cemeteries

G O L D E N  G A T E  
WINE & LIQUOR CORP. 

2256 BROADWAY 
bet. 80 & 81 Sts.

Distributors of fine Imported and 
Domestic Wines and Spirits 

We featu re K osher wines 
and brandies

— Prompt Deliveries — 
Telephone SU 7-2250 - 2251 

Give us a  call

HOTEL RIVERSIDE PLAZA 
73rd St. West of Broadway 

SU 7 - 3000
Distinctive K osher Caterers

David M. Halpern 
Louis T. Rosenbaum

REV. S. TAITZ 
1815 Grand 
Concourse 
MOHEL 

in
Leading 

Hospitals 
TR. 8-4382

RIVERSIDE MEMORIAL CHAPEL
Comply with strictest orthodox requirements 

76th St. & Amsterdam Avenue
CharleB Rosenthal. Director

ENdicott 2-6600


