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The Philosophy of Loyalty
as Expressed by the Kuzari

by Dr. Sidney B. Hoenig
A perusal of ancient and medieval 

works often reveals that we are not 
as modem as we pretend to be. 
Many of our problems of today have 
been answered yesterday. Interest­
ingly we discover that our ancestors 
anticipated many of our questions 
of faith and loyalty. An examination 
of the pious and famous work, the 
Kuzari, written by the poetic rabbi 

, and national scholar, R. Judah ha- 
Levi, brings forth for instance many 
such points of interest which serve 
as guides for us today.

The story of the Kuzari is well 
known: The king of the Kazars in 
Crimen, one named Bulan, sought to 
leave his idols and searched for: the 
true faith. He inquired of the daugh­
ter religions but these could not sat­
isfy him. Only Judaisms as explained 
by the rabbi inspired him and led 
to the conversion of himself and his 
people. For two centuries this Jew­
ish kingdom' thrived until broken up 
by the princes of Keiv and Cossacks 
about the year 970 C.E. Happily its 
existence was revealed to the great 
Spanish patron of learning Hasdai. 
Ibn Shaprot and later R. Judah ha- 
Levi elaborated upon the story of 
the conversion by producing his 
novel philosophic work. "The Kuzari 
or Book of Argument and Demonstra­
tion in Aid of the Despised faith." 
Well did the poet demonstrate that 
though Judaism was held to be a 
"despised faith" among the nations, 
its lessons were eternal and its faith 
powerful. Some of the outstanding 
lessons that we may gain from the 
book today follow.

I. What is Judaism—The philoso­
pher reveals that Judaism by its very 
nature is opposed to philosophic pur­
suits. Such inquiry arises only be­
cause of clashes with the environ- 
.ment. Israel can approach God by 
fulfilling His Commandments and not 
by mere humility or degradation, as 
practised by other faiths, As the King 

(Continued on page 2)

oCoiyciltiy UNUSUAL PROGRAM FOR OUR CONCERT 
AT THE METROPOLITAN OPERA HOUSE

S U N D A Y  E V E N IN G ,

Morris Levine

Congratulations to
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Anderson

Naomi Anderson
We are very happy to felicitate 

our Director and Mrs. Joseph Ander­
son upon the engagement of their 
daughter Naomi to Rabbi Eli Black 
of Woodmere. Two fine Jewish fam­
ilies will be united. We rejoice with 
Joe and Dorothy in their Simcha.

,  ------------------- - o ----------------—

Important
No doubt you are making a Will 

to provide for the disposition of your 
estate. If you consider making a 
•bequest for our Institution be sure to 
insert the name properly. It should 
read, "I give, devise and bequeath 
to the WEST SIDE INSTITUTIONAL 
SYNAGOGUE, a religious corpora  ̂
tion, at 120-138 West 76th Street, 
New York City, the sum of............... .

JA N U A R Y  28th, 1945

Lester Udell
The enviable reputation which our 

annual concert at the Metropolitan 
Opera House has gained for itself 
in the past, makes us certain that 
this years program will equal if not 
surpass all expectations.

Our President’Lester Udell and our 
Director Morris Levine are among 
the leaders in the sale of tickets, but 
another Director is rapidly forging 
ahead.

Mr. Joseph Settel, Chairman of the 
Concert Committee urges all our 
friends to help by disposing of the 
moderate priced tickets.

-----— o---------
Preparedness

Wise men constantly preach the 
advisibility of being prepared for 
future happenings. It is peculiarly 
applicable and appropriate in mak­
ing provisions for the inevitable.

Why not consult us about the pur­
chase of a plot in our Memorial 
Park located at Mt. Eden Cemetery, 
Mt. Pleasant, New York. Telephone 
TRafalgar 7-8281 for details.

----- — o—-------
Laymen’s Institute

There will be no classes in the 
Laymen's Institute until Wednesday, 
January 3, 1945 when sessions will 
resume.
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Christmas and the Jews

The best oi us show a sign of 
inferiority complex. Some orthodox 
Jews will even glory in giving their 
children names as "John" or "James," 
rather than "Jacob" or "Jonathan." 
Some of our people will' substitute 
the Christmas tree for the Chanukah 
lamp. ’ We want to imitate the Goy- 
im, "the nations". Even when it 
comes to so sacred a matter as Pal­
estine. We want to be a nation like 
the nations. We want a State, a. 
Commonwealth, a Democracy, a 
Commune, but not a Torahcracy. We 
even want to imitate the nations in 
terrorism and assume the role of "the 
hands of Esau" and losing "the 
voice of Jacob."

When the people clamored for a 
king so that they might be like the 
rest of the nations. God then said 
to Samuel, "They have not rejected 
Thee (Samuel) but thgy have re­
jected Me that I should not be King 
over them." Hitler makes us his 
"chosen people" for destruction, 
when we refuse to be "the chosen 
people" of G-d, and fail to obey Him.

192nd | COMMANDMENT 
The Nakedness of Thy Sister 

by Rabbi Herbert S. Goldstein
We read in Leviticus, Chapter 18, 

Verse 9, "The Nakedness of thy sister, 
the daughter of thy father or the 
daughter of thy mother . . . thou shalt 
not uncover." This commandment 
does not refer to a step-sister, (a 
child of the father's wife born from 
another marriage). Such a marriage 
is perfectly permissable.

These laws prevail at all times 
and at all places. One who trans­
gresses them premediatedly deserves 
excision.

This law refers' not only to the 
children of Tsrael but to all mankind. 
We have defined "sister" to mean 
not only a full sister but a half-sister 
as well. Others have defined "sister" 
as one born from the same mother.

LO YA LTY VIEW PO IN T
(Continued fro m  page 1)

of the Kazars was told: "Your way 
of thinking is agreeable to God but 
not your way of acting/' i.e. his in­
tellect and heart may be Jewish but 
what is most important to the Jewish 
faith and loyalty is one's way of 
acting.

II. Philosophy/ Religion and Sci­
ence: "Those who judge according 
to their own taste and reasoning may 
arrive in these matters at an oppo­
site conclusion. Follow not, there-' 
fore, thy own taste' and opinion in 
religious questions, lest they throw 
thee into doubts yrhich lead to 
heresy. Nor wilt thou be in harmony 
with one of thy friends on any point. 
Every -individual has his own taste 
and opinion. It is only necessary to 
examine the roots of the traditional 
and written laws with' the inferences 
codified for practice in order to trace 
the branches back to the roots. 
Where they lead thee, there put thy 
faith, though thy mind and feeling 
shrink from it."

"When the rational -soul turns its 
attention towards science, its activity 
is called theoretical reason. If, how-

193rd COMMANDMENT 
The Nakedness of 

Thy Son's Daughter
In Leviticus ,Chapter 18, Verse 10, 

we read, "The nakedness of thy son's 
daughter . . . thou shalt not uncover". 
This commandment prevails at all 
times and at all places and one who 
transgresses it: premediately was 
guilty of being, burned.
5 As marriage with a step-grand- 
daughter in Verse 17 of our Chapter 

vis forbidden, this verse seems super­
fluous. "The Rabbis understood tihs 
verse ■ as referring to the daughter 
even of an illegitimate son or daugh­
ter.

Marriage with a daughter is not 
expressly forbidden; because, in 
view of the prohibition of the grand­
daughter (see verse 17) it is self- 
evident." (Hertz).

194th COMMANDMENT 
The Nakedness of Thy 

Father's Daughter
In Leviticus, Chapter 18, Verse 10 

we read, ("The Nakedness")- of thy 
father's daughter . . . thou shalt not 
uncover for it is as thine own na­
kedness.

All the laws pertaining to -this 
commandment are similar to the pre­
vious ones.

The verse, "thine own nakedness" 
Moffatt explains to mean "they are 
part of yourself."

ever, it undertakes to subdue animal 
instincts, its activity is called guid­
ance, and it assumes the name of 
practical reason.

III. Miracles, Revelation and Pro­
phecy "We say that He created the 
two tables and engraved a text on 
them, in the same way as He created 
the heaven and the stars, i.e. by His 
will alone. God desired it, and they 
became concrete as He wished it, 
engraved with the text of the Ten 
Words.

"We also say that He divided the 
Red sea and formed it into two walls, 
which He caused the waters to stand 
on the right and on the left of the 
people, for whom He made easy 
wide roads and a smooth ground 
for them to Walk on without fear 
and trouble.

"This rending, constructing and ar­
ranging are attributed to God, who 
required no tool or intermediary as 
would be necessary for human toil. 
As the water stood at His command, 
and shaped itself at His will, so the 
air which touched the prophet's ear, 
assumed the form of sounds. These 
conveyed the matters to be com­
municated by God to the prophet 
and the people.
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From Our Social Department
{ Two new groups for boys and 
girls between the ages of 10 and 11, 
and 11 and 12 are being formed. For 
further information contact Mr. Kono- 
vitch, our Social Director.

The following clubs in the Junior 
Division meet every Saturday eve­
ning at 8 P.M. in our building:

Chaverim — This is a Jewish cul­
tural arid social club for boys and 
girls between the ages of 14 and 17.

Blue N' White —- A group for boys 
and girls'between 14 and 17 years.

.International — Another Jewish 
cultural and social group for boys 
and girls 14 to 17.

Alumni — An interesting club for 
boys from the-ages of \2Vz to 15, 
especially for' post Bar-Mi'tzvah 
boys. Their main interests are Jew­
ish cultural and athletic events.* *

The following clubs in the Senior 
Division meet on Sunday:

Achduth — This group is a Zionist 
group and an affiliate of Masada for 
boys and girls above the age of 16. 
Meetings at 3 P.M.

Beth Hillel — A Jewish Cultural 
and social group for young men and 
women above the age of 18. Meet­
ings 3 P.M.

Bachad — An affiliate of the Ha- 
poel Hamizrachi, a group for young 
men and: women above the age of 
18. Meetings at 8 P.M. This Sunday 
night, the Bachad will hold their 
fifth Annual post-Chanukah celebra­
tion. The program includes enter-'; 
tainment, dancing, song, a well 
known humorist and Peter Pan the 
Magic Man.

Tikvat Israel — This group, an _af- ■ 
filiate of Masada, meets at 8 P.M. 
Men and women above 18 invited.

Guaranteed 
K o s h e r  a n d  “ P a r v e 99

All Sunshine Kosher crackers 
and cookies are baked under 

the supervision of a Rabbi
KOSHER DIVISION OF LOOSE-WILES BISCUIT CQ-

W EEK LY PRA YER SCHEDULE 
Light candles Friday Evening 5:15 

Weekly Portion: Yayigash
Friday Evening Jr . Cong......  5:00
Friday Evening Service ........ 5:20
Saturday Morning Service .... 9:00
Junior Congregation ............  10:00
Sabbath Afternoon Peasure Hour

.................................................. 3:15
Sabbath Afternoon Intermediate

Group ........................... ....... 4:15
Rabbi Hurwitz’s Talmud Class 4:20
Ein Jacob Class ......................... 4:20
Mincha Service ........................  5:20

R eader o f Service, Hillel Meyers 
R eader o f Torah, P. Kadushin

Maariv may be said ..............  5:54
The S abbath  T erm in a tes ........ 6 :04
Sunday morning Services

.........................................  6:45, 8:45
Tuesday Morning Service

.............. ............. %....6:45, 7:50, 8:20
Tuesday M incha.........................5:10
Daily S erv ices :

Mornings............ 6:55, 8:00, 8:30
Mincha ................... ......... . 5:25

Followed by the study of the Shul- 
chan Aruch by Rabbi Goldstein.

Our Scout Troops
Our Synagogue Scout Troops in­

clude groups for boys and girls from 
the age of nine years and upward.

Our Girl Scout Troop is now re­
organized into a lively group under 
the direction of its new leader. * 

- —----o-------- ■
Agudah Meeting Sunday Evening 
The next meeting and informal get- 
together of the Midtown Agudah 
Group will take place in our builidng 
this Sunday evening at 8 P.M. Rabbi 
Zahavy will speak on "The Future 
of Orthodox Judaism in America." 
All religiously minded young men 
and women are invited.

W A N T E D
An apartment furnished or unfur­
nished between 70th and 90th St. 
Desirable family. Call TR. 7-8281.

Same ownership and manage­
ment of Meyer Cohen, Samuel 
M. Grundwerg and Nathan 
Ginsburg.

West Side Institutional Synagogue
Officer*

LESTER UDELL .........................................President
AARON WARTELS .............. ..1 st Vice-President
MAX E. SANDERS ................2nd Vice-President
SAMUEL SILVER ..............................  Treasurer
HAROLD KAPLAN ......................Ass’t Treasurer
MORRIS JABLO W  ............................   Secretary

HERBERT S. GOLDSTEIN, D.D., Rab*. 
EMANUEL L. LIFSCHITZ, Ass’t Rabb.
(On leave as Chaplain in U.S. Navy)

ZEV ZAHAVY, Ass’t Rabbi 
ZALMON YAVNEH, Cantor 

RABBI S. HURWITZ, Sexton 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

«Ioseph Anderson 
Harry Appel 
Wm. L. Basser 
Julius Bayer 
Samuel K. Beier 
Siegfried Bendheim 
Moses J .  Berlin 
Henry Blankfort:
Joseph Buchsbaum 
David Cohen 
Abraham M. Davis 
Sam Davis 
William Etra 
Samuel Fasten 
Meyer H. Fishman 
Isaac Goldman 
Dr. Benjamin Goldstein 
Maurice Greenstein 
William Horwitz 
Morris Jablow 
Edward Jacobs 
Elias Jacoby 
Harold Kaplan

Joseph Kraeier 
Joseph Landowne 
Moses Langer 
Lt. Joshua Levine 
Morris Levine 
Morris Levinson 
George L. Livingston 
Adolph Meirowitz 
Lawrence Mirken 
Max Moskowitz 
G. Richard Rubenstein 
Max E. Sanders 
Joseph Settel 
Joseph’ Shapiro 
Samuel W. Siegel 
Samuel Silver 
Jacob H. Silverstein 
Morris Steinberg 
Lester Udell 
David H. Ullman 
Harry Ward 
Jess Ward 
Aaron Wartels

Chats About W.S.l.S.
by Morris Jablow

The important fund-raising event 
nearing approach is our Gala Con­
cert at the Metropolitan Opera House 
to be held Sunday evening, January 
28th, 1945. It requires a great deal 
of work, and is occupying the time 
and thoughts of our Chairman of the 
Concert Committee, Mr. Joseph Set­
tel.

Recently, he suggested to me that 
I advise you, our readers, that while 
prospects for the success of this event 
are bright, yet, we still have on hand 
a few hundred tickets at $1.50, $2.20 
and$3.30, and he therefore proposes 
that each one of us try hard to dis­
pose of one or two pairs of these 
moderately-priced tickets. In that 
way every one of us will contribute 
to the success of this undertaking 
without putting a severe strain upon 
any one person.

Would it not be a wonderful dem­
onstration of our esprit de corps, if in 
the next few days our office would 
receive mail and telephone calls for 
several hundred pairs of tickets? Do 
you think you can show Mr. Settel 
our devotion to the WSIS, by this 
last minute effort?
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Getting Personal. . .

Congratulations and good wishes 
to our own Aaron Waron Gross upon 
his marriage this coming Sunday , to 
Miss Muriel Elayne Streit. In honor 
of this event the ;au iiu f' will take 
place in our Synagogue this . Satur­
day, and at the conclusion of the 
services the congregation is invited 
to a Kiddush . . . Thanks to Miss 
Roslyn Fuchs for volunteering to 
become the leader of the Girl Scouts. 
. . .  We are extremely Sorry to learn 
that Mrs. A. Freyburgh, of our Wo­
men's League has been home ill for 
several weeks. Our sincere wishes 
for a speedy recovery . . . Good luck 
to Mr. and Mrs. Abe Glaser in their 
new location . . . Among our Service­
men in attendance at Sabbath Serv­
ices were Kurt Shreiber, Lieut. (Sr. 
Grade) Bret Davidson, Pharmacist 
Mate 3/c Jvlitchel Davidson ., | . It is 
also quite thrilling to see our boys 
at the Sunday morning Minyan. Pvts. 
Andre Longer and Edward Fishman 
were with us last week, . G-d bless 
you . . . Many thanks to Harry Ver- 
schleiser for his donation of books 
and Talasim for the Junior Congrega­
tion . . . Abe Goodman has beep 
cited by a Pittsburgh paper as an 
excellent illustration of how a hobby 
can benefit others. Abe is an ama­
teur photographer who spends a 
great deal of his spare time taking 
pictures of our boys in the Halloran 
Hospital and sending them home to 
their parents and sweethearts. We're 
proud of you Abe . /. Wedding An­
niversary Congratulations to Direc­
tor and Mrs. Maurice Greenstein, 
Director and Mrs. Joseph Landowne, 
Director and Mrs. George L. Living­
ston, and to Mr. and Mrs. Harry 
Cohen . . . Congratulations to Sgt. 
Sid Reiss at Santa Ana, Calif., who 
is writing for the camp newspaper, 
"The Crossroads.” . . . Special Con­
gratulations on their "firsts” go to 
Pfc. and Mrs. Paul Shapiro who cele­
brate their first Wedding Annivers­
ary and to little Alene Strausberg, 
charming daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Sol M.. Strausberg who lights her 
first Birthday Candle. Congrats to 
Pfc. Simeon H. F. Goldstein upon 
his birthday . / . Our own Robert 
S. Breitbart has been promoted to 
1st Lieut. Congrats "Bobby” and 
here's looking forward to attaining 
the "double bars” soon . . .

FOR INFORMATION 

about one grave or a plot in our 
Memorial Park at Mt Eden Ce­
metery telephone our office TR. 
7-8281.

QARLTON QATERERS

50 Central Park South 
(Hotel St. Moritz)
NAT TROTZKY 

EL. 5-0298

Park West Memorial Chapel 
Herman E . Meyers 'Alpert Bros. 

115 West 79th Street, New York 
ENdicott 2-3600 

L.I. F ar Rockaway 7-3100

SCHREIBER'S
W 3 RESTAURANT 

Good and Strictly Kosher 
Fam ous 25 years in Vienna 

101 W. 85th St., " TR. 4-2399

F R A S
Since 1886

DIAMONDS — WATCHES 
JE W E L R Y  — SILVERW ARE 

2343 Broadway 85th - 86th Sts.

PYTHIAN PLAZA CATERERS 
135 West 70th Street 

New York, N. Y.
Kosher Caterers 
BRAND & ZISKIN 

EN. 2-6290 Robert L Kommel, 
- Banquet M anager

A new taste-thrill 
for all occasions . . 

HOROWITZ- 
MARGARETEN 

N U -TASTE  
MATZOH

. . and a long-time 
favbrite, for family 
and guests . . 

HOROWITZ- 
MARGARETEN 

POTATO PANCAKE  
MIX  
'' o

HOROWITZ-
MARGARETEN

T H E  P A T R I C I A N  
. .K osher C aterers o f  D istinction ..

151 W EST 51st ST R E E T  
I. Schultz I. Rosoff

Circle 7-7068

N E W M A N  C A TER ER S
Distinctive Catering

The Finest in Kosher Catering 
at Leading Hotels, Synagogues, 

or in your own Home.
248 W. 69th St. SU. 7-3400

On i/ie. (fàoardtvaék ¿¿antic.

ZòìcfaryU jauxr
d/upem ióion oltSan/ic C ìiif!JìaI)6i
C/itoc/ie/t, c/riaptro evtul 7ia/>ASS./L 

o £ e^ *tt//u i£  IP A i£ a d c/p /ic c t

■AMER IC Ä N AfiÌD EUROPEAN PLAM S

LAUER MEMORIAL, INC. 
Main Showroom 

2020 Jerome Avenue 
near Burnside Avenue Station 

SE. 3-5400
Monuments erected 
on all cemeteries

G O L D E N  G A T E  
WINE & LIQUOR CORP. 

2256 BROADWAY 
bet. 80 & 81 Sts.

Distributors of fine Imported and 
Domestic Wines and Spirits 

We featu re K osher wines 
and <brandies

— Prompt Deliveries — 
Telephone SU 7-2250 - 2251 

Give us a  call

HOTEL RIVERSIDE PLAZA 
73rd St. West of Broadway 

SU l ' -  3000
Distinctive K osher Caterers

David M. Halpern 
Louis T. Rosenbaum

REV. S. TAITZ 
1815 Grand 
Concourse 
MOHEL 

in
Leading 

Hospitals 
1 TR. 8-4382

RIVERSIDE MEMORIAL CHAPEL
Comply with strictest orthodox requirements 

76th St. & Amsterdam Avenue
Charles Rosenthal, Director

ENdicott 2-6600

I


