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WHAT IS SPIRITUAL?
by Oscar Z. Fasman,

Rabbi of Ottowa lewish Community 
Words are subject to frequent ab­

use, but few suffer so constantly in 
Israel as the adjective "spiritual." 
When we keep in mind that the 
meanmg of a term is derived from its 
social context, that its significance
depends...upon the History of the
group that uses it, we discover that 
the adjective in question has been 
tossed about mercilessly. It is true 
that insurance companies and rail­
road lines' preach to their workers 
about the spirit of their organization, 
yet nobody would think of describ­
ing them as spiritual concerns. 
Among our people, however, it has 
become a loose habit to mark every 
activity undertaken by a group of 
Jews, even if they are atheists, with 
the lofty label "spiritual." Clarity 
and honesty demand that we define 
our terms and Jewish tradition teach­
es one lesson which is distinctly un­
mistakable: nothing divorced .from 
the Torah is spiritual. Just as the 
uncovered head may be a token of 
reverence everywhere else, but high­
ly disrespectful in a synagogue, so 
must we of Sinai's witnesses refuse 
to bestow upon any concept or pro­
gram that is Torah-less the descrip­
tion "spiritual."

It is ironic that certain groups of 
Jews proclaim themselves the guard­
ians of the Hebrew spirit,, while they 
undermine the structure of our faith. 
They blast at the Commandments 
and the observances, they ridicule 
those who fulfill the requirements of 
our religious code, they rear a gen­
eration of children who will mock at 
at every form of lewish ceremonial, 
but they persist in telling the world 
that theirs is a spiritual solution to 
the ills of our people. Recognizing 
the profound instinct towards relig­
ion. Thus, for example, there has 
come into being the "Doth Ha'avo- 
dah" which states that to labour is 
the sole form of modern piety. How 
tragic such a doctrine appears, when 
its exponents go to work on the Sab­
bath Day with joy in their hearts!

These few lines are written with
(Continued on page 2)

DR. SAMUEL MARGOSHES EDITOR JEWISH DAY  
TO DISCUSS JEW ISH EVENTS AT BIBLE CLASS

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Appel Hosts

MORRIS LEVINE APPOINTED 
CHAIRMAN SOUVENIR ALBUM

Morris Levine

We are happy to announce the 
appointment of our Director Morris 
Levine to serve as Chairman of the 
Souvenir Album Committee in con­
nection with the Reception to be 
tendered to Harry, Appel Sunday 
evening May 27th.

We invite all of our readers to 
join the many who express their 
friendship for our Institution to send 
their own advertisement for the Sou­
venir Album, and get their friends to 
do the same.

THE CONGREGATIONAL SEDORIM

If you desire to join us at the 
Riverside Plaza Hotel on the Seder 
Nights, please send in your reserva­
tions. immediately. The price is $7.75 
per person each night, which in­
cludes caps, Hagadahs, and all gra­
tuities.

GIRL SCOUT LEADERS 
SORELY NEEDED

Those interested in taking the 
Girl Scout Leader's Training Course 
(which begins, on Monday Evening, 
April 9th at 7:30 o'clock), should 
please phone GIRL SCOUT CENTER 
OF GREATER NEW YORK, 670 Lex­
ington Ave. PLaza 3-3288.

in Honor of Their Son's Bethrothal 
Topic: “The World Jewish 

Scene Today"

Dr. Samuel Margoshes

Dr. Samuel Margoshes, prominent 
Yiddish writer and editor of the 
Jewish Day" will be the next speak­

er at Rabbi Goldstein's Bible Class 
this Monday evening. Dr. Margoshes 
will impart first-hand information in 
a discussion of the vitally important 
topic, "The World Jewish Scene To­
day."

Dr. Margoshes was president of 
American Federation of Galician and 
Bucovina Jews and later Director of 
the Keren Hayesod in Canada. He 
became editor-in-chief of the "Jew­
ish Day" in 1926. Do not miss hear­
ing this vital message from one who 
has been on the inside of the dis­
cussions that affect American and 
World Jewry.

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Appel invite 
friends for refreshments at the Social 
Hour following the meeting.

Rabbi Goldstein's Bible Class be­
gins promptly at 8:40.

OUR MEMORIAL PARK 
Mr. Joseph Buchsbaum, Chairman 

of the Cemetery Committee invites 
all those interested in acquiring a 
plot to discuss details with him.

Our Memorial Park is located in 
Mt. Eden Cemetery at Mt. . Pleasant, 
N. Y.
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FIRST STEP FORWARD
We have been seriously concerned 

in recent weeks with the future se­
curity of minority groups in our coun­
try. Many words have been written 
and spoken deploring the possible 
trend towards racial inequality in 
social and economic spheres .

From the legislative body in New 
York State comes the first construct­
ive attempt to convert those words 
into action. For the first time legal 
procedures will be applied, to com­
bat racial and religious intolerance 
—the greatest menace threatening 
our post-war security.

We hail the passage of the Ive's- 
Quinn Anti-discrimination Bill as one 
of the geratest forward strides taken 
by our state in its march towards 
progressive government. We are 
proud of our state. We hope that 
such a step will encourage similar 
legislation in other states and on a 
national scale.

It is vital that an enlightening ed­
ucational program be embarked up­
on to aid the application of the law. 
The wide and representative popular 
support which it deserves will insure 
a wholehearted effort to carry out 
its terms.

Z.Z.
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213th COMMMANDMENT

Turn Not Into Idols 
by Rabbi Herbert S. Goldstein

' We read in Leviticus, Chapter 19, 
Verse 4, Turn ye not.into the Idols— 
I am the L-d your G-d.'' The 
Prophet said, “Woe unto them that 
draw iniquity with cords of vanity, 
and sin as it were with a cart rope." 
(Isaiah, Chapter 5, verse 18). Sin is 
at first only as weak as a cord, but 
when left, unchecked it develops into 
the strength of a rope. First it is as 
the Hebrew original renders it, as 
"nothingness," then idol, the "no­
thingness" become venerated. Thus 
every bad practice or tendency 
should be checked right at the be­
ginning.

Bad thoughts are not regarded as

L O Y A L T Y  V IE W P O IN T
( Continued on p ag e  2)

the purpose of warning the reader 
against being misled by a word that 
has been mutiliated and impressed 
into the service of strange gods. If 
it is a spiritual value you are seeking 
in Jewish life, be sure that it is firmly 
rooted in the rich soil of our Torah. 
Do not allow yourself to be taken in 
by the false banner and the decep­
tive slogan. Do not allow your heart­
strings to vibrate rapidly, merely be­
cause the man who has appealed to 
you has spoken glowingly of the 
spirituality in his cause. Ask your­
self whether what he is talking about 
harmonizes with what the Torah is 
talking about, and until you can 
reply to yourself in the affirmative, 
request of him that he go find an­
other adjective. Remember! Nothing 
divorced from the Torah is spiritual.

YOUNG FOLKS SABBATH 

AFTERNOON CONFERENCE
At the next session of the Young 

Folks Sabbath Afternoon Conference 
which will take place at our Syn­
agogue tomorrow at 6 P.M. Adelaide 
Gottlieb will lead the discussion on 
"Church and State in Palestine" and 
Marilyn Wohl will be hostess.

deeds with one exception, namely 
thoughts concerning idols or strange 
worship. The law forbids us to 
give regard to the means that lead 
to idol worship, and he, who trans­
gressed it, as for instance, by kissing 
an idol received stripes.

214th COMMANDMENT
The Law Concerning the Making 

of Idols

We are forbidden to make any 
idol as we read in Leviticus, Chapter 
19, Verse 4, "Nor make yourselves 
molten G-ds; I am the L—d your G-d." 
The Rabbis in the Sifrah add the 
word D** IHIS *7 .In other words idols 
are not even to be made for others. 
Vessels for an idol, as for instance, 
for incense and so forth are forbid­
den for usage, or profit if they have 
been used once for idolatry. The 
Bible is vehemently aginst idolatry 
because it has always lead to im­
morality and world destruction. The 
laws concerning idolatry pertain to 
all places and all times, to male and 
female. One who makes an idol for 
an Israelite or for an Idolator re­
ceives stripes once. If he makes it 
for himself he has violated two com­
mandments S'? and
and receives stripes, twice.

INTERESTING PROGRAM 

FOR COOKING CLASS

The new Cooking Classes for our 
Talmud Torah girls and interested 
adults will offer a tempting variety 
of recipes for Jewish cooking.

The girls in our Talmud Torah will 
have two classes on Sunday morning 
and another group will meet Tues­
day evening 7:00 P.M. to 8'30. The 
class for adult women meets Tues­
day evenings from 8:30 to 10 P.M.

Guaranteed 
Kosher and “Parve”

All Sunshine Kosher crackers 
and cookies are baked under 

the supervision of a Rabbi
KOSHER DIVISION OF LOOSE-WILES ¿ISCUIT GO-
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IN THE RABBI'S MAILBAG

Feb. 3rd, in Germany
Dear Rabbi:

Got your letter re Passover pack­
age and also the Reviews. Both were 
welcome. Please say "Mazel tov” 
to pop and Mrs. Wartels for me; also 
all my best to them for many, many 
years of- healthfulness and happiness 
together.

I sent your letter, both for myself 
and another chap in my Company, to 
our Chaplain, through my Battalion 
Adjutant. Hope there is still time to 
get the packages as it would be 
grand to be able to observe Pass- 
over up in the Front. Wish the Jew­
ish Welfare Board particularly could 
see that the Jewish boys in the In­
fantry receive these as no doubt 
there are many boys who know no­
thing concerning these pks. In fact,
I am willing to bet they even don't 
know the date as we lose sight of 
time. I, myself, would like to have 
a Jewish calendar booklet so that I 
may keep informed of the holy days 
without having to write to my sister 
in London for the dates. Please try 
send me one, if it is not too much 
trouble.

The news really looks good with 
the Russians "going to town” and I 
know that they are not showing any 
mercy for which I dont' blame them 
one bit. They know what the "Natzis" 
really are. From observation of the 
towns and villages, it will take a 
long time to get back to normal.

> Before I close, want to wish all of 
you a Kosher Passover and enjoy­
able Seders; also hope that the 
Passover of 1946 will' find all our 
boys home and we will make up for 
the Sedorim we have missed.

My best- regards to you all.
Sidney (Harris)

P.S. Don't you think we could have a 
good Jewish Veterans group in the 
shule. We now have many veterans 
from both Wars.

CONDOLENCES 
We extend our heartfelt sym­

pathies to our Director Morris 
Steinberg upon the loss of his 
sister ANNIE SHAPIRO of Chi­
cago.

PRA YER SCHEDULE 
Light candles Friday evening 6:45 

Weekly Portion: V ay ikrah
Friday Evening Jr . Cong......  5:45
Friday Evening Service ........ 6:30
Saturday Morning ..................  9:00
Junior Congregation ............  10:00
Intermediate Group ................  5:00
Youth Conference ..................... 6:00
Talmud and Ein Jacob Classes 6:00
Mincha Service ......................... 7:00
R ead er  o f  T orah , Phineas Kadushin 
R ea d er  o f  S erv ice, Morty Cohen
The Sabbath Terminates .......   7:34
Sunday morning Service 6:45, 8:45 
D aily S erv ices

Mornings ........ 6:45, 8:00, 8:30
Mincha ................................  6:50

Followed by the study of the Shul- 
chan Aruch by Rabbi Goldstein.

WOMEN' LEAGUE KEEPS 
ABREAST WITH THE TIMES 

The Dumbarton Oaks
All members of the Women's Lea­

gue and their friends are invited to 
attend an open meeting to be held 
at our Building on Monday after­
noon, March 19th, at 2:15 P.M.

A most interesting report on the 
Dumbarton Oaks Conference will be 
given by Mrs. Jacques Missur, who is 
a member of the Foreign Policy Com­
mittee of the League of Women 
Voters.

Come and bring your friends 
along.

A social hour will follow. The host­
esses are—Mesdames David Cohen, 
David Elfenbein, Annie Gross and 
Minnie Horowitz. Mrs. Maurice 
Greenstein is President.

Any of our readers who plan to 
make contributions to the Red Cross 
may make them through the Wo­
men's League. Checks should be 
made payable to the American Red 
Cross and sent to Mrs. Max Frank, 
Chairman, in care of our Synagogue 
122 West 76th Street.

ADDITIONAL CONTRIBUTORS 
TO THE YESHIVA FUND 

Henry Blankfort, Joseph Blankfort, 
A. I. Gische, Rabbi Herbert S. Gold­
stein, Emanuel B. Jacobs, David Ka- 
merman, Harold Kaplan, Henry M. 
Mayper, Miss Leonore Mendelsohn, 
Elias Merkin, Ulrich Muhlmann, Louis 
J. Schwartz, Jacob H. Silverstein, 
Louis Zucker.

TheBeauUfuT"*
HOLLYWOOD HOTEL AT W EST END, N. J.

Is now under the personal direction and management of 
NATHAN TROTZKY

50 Central Pafk South, N.Y.C. EL. 5-0298

West Side Institutional Synagogue
O fficers

Lester Udell ................................... P res id en t
Aaron W artels........... ls i V ice-P residen t
Max E. Sanders ........2nd V ice-P residen t
Samuel S ilv e r .............................  T reasu rer
Harold K aplan................ A ss’t T reasu rer
Morris Jab lo w ...............................S ecretary

Herbert S. Goldstein, D.D., R abb i 
Emanuel L. Lifschitz, A ss’t R abb i 

(On leave as C haplain  in  U.S. N avy) 
Zev Zahavy, A ss’t R abb i 
Zalmon Yavneh, C antor  

Rabbi S. Hurwitz, Sexton

B o a rd  o f  D irectors  
Jo s ep h  A nderson  Jo s ep h  Landow ne
H arry  A ppel 
Wm. L . B a sse r  
Ju liu s  B a y er  
Sam u el K . B e ie r  
S ol B ellsey

M oses L an g er  
B ern ard  L a x  
L t. Jo sh u a  L ev in e  
M orris L ev in e  
M orris Levinson

S ieg fr ied  B en dheim  G eorge L . L ivingston
M oses J .  B erlin  
H enry B la n k  fo r t  
Jo s ep h  B uchsbaum  
D avid Cohen  
A brah am  M. D avis 
S am  D avis 
W illiam  E tr a  
Sam uel F a sten  
Is a a c  G oldm an

A dolph  Meirowxtz 
H arry  M irken  
M ax M oskow itz  
G. R. Rub enstein  
M ax E . S an ders  
Jo s ep h  S ette i 
Jo s ep h  S hap iro  
S am uel W. S ieg el 
Sam u el S ilv er

M aurice G reeenstein  Ja co b  H. S ilverstein  
W illiam  H orw itz M orris S te in berg
M orris Ja b lo w  L es te r  U dell
E d w ard  Ja co b s  D av id  H . Ullm an
E lia s  Ja co b y  H arry  W ard
H arry  A. Jo sep h son  J e s s  W ard  
H arold  K ap lan  A aron  W artels  
Jo s ep h  K ra e le r

CHATS ABOUT W.S.I.S. 

by Morris Jablow

Ever on the alert to serve the com­
munity in various ways, the W.S.I.S. 
is constantly seeking to reach a 
greater number of people, and to 
bring them closer to Traditional 
Judaism.

Recently Rabbi Goldstein organ­
ized a cooking class to teach the 
girls in the Talmud Torah the art of 
preparing food in accordance with 
the laws of Kashruth. The students 
will prepare and cook those dishes 
that are typically Jewish, and which 
have become symbolic of certain 
holidays. The services of Miss Leona 
Wolf have been engaged. She is an 
experienced teacher and her plans 
include the teaching of the following: 

Koshering meat and poultry 
Opening a chicken 
Gefilte Fish 
Baking Chale 
Latkes
Ham an Tashen
Blintzes
Taiglach
Passover Sponge Cake

Rabbi Goldstein has also arranged 
a class for adults, and you, our read­
ers, (the ladies) are invited to enroll.



WEST SIDE INSTITUTIONAL REVIEW March 16, 1945
GETTING PERSONAL . . .

Heartiest congratulations to Mr. 
and Mrs. Elias Winer who celebrate 
their golden wedding anniversary 
this Sunday . . .  We also send our 
congratulations to our our Director 
and Mrs. Jacob H. Silverstein who 
celebrated on March 6th . . .  Similar 
felicitations are in order for our Sec­
ond Vice-President and Mrs. Max E. 
Sanders and to Mr. and Mrs. Mal­
colm Toch . . . Welcome to our new 
members, Jacob Caminez, Mortimer 
H. Epstein, Aaron W. Gross, Israel 
Koschland, Fred Kuhn and David La- 
vien . . . Mr. Joseph Shapiro spoke 
over the radio recently for Yeshiva 
Chaim Berlin . . .  We w;ere very hap­
py to see Director and Mrs. Joseph 
Landowne back again making us all 
look like real pale-faces. Sorry, to 
hear that A.S.P. Louis Landowne is 
on the sick list again. A speedy 'Re- 
fuo Shelamo' . . . We welcome Jack 
Levine who came back from a busi­
ness trip . . . Glad td have Abraham 
Solomon with us at Services . . .  Rab­
bi Goldstein's observations about 
Sabbath observance were reprinted 
in Quote magazine . . . Birthday 
Greetings to Seymour Bernstein, Mrs. 
Henry Blankfort, Mrs. Joseph Buchs- 
baum, Norman Friedman, Mrs. Her­
bert A. Gossett, Four year old Hillel 
Avrum Gross, and Harold Miller . . . 
We were happy to see Cpl. David 
Stebbin and Pvt. Edward Fischman 
in Schule . . .• Double Congratulations 
are in order for the family of Mr. and 
Mrs. Barney Jaffin — their daughter, 
Mrs. Sylvia Singer, the mother of 
three children, has just completed 
Law School, and Barry H. Singer the 
grandson is celebrating his birthday.
. . . Congrats to our own Josh Levine 
upon his promotion to 1st Lieutenent.
. . . Happy Wedding Anniversary to 
Mr. and Mrs. Moe Oltarsh who 
celebrate their twenty-first . . . .
. . . Our President Lester Udell did a 
swell job for the Lubachiver Yeshi- 
vos last Sunday at the Plaza Hotel. 
His appeal which was the best of his 
career thus far, netted over forty 
thousand dollars—'Tasher-Koach.''\.

BUDDY FRIEDMAN POST 297
Jewish W ar Veterans of W.S.I.S.
Everyone is cordially invited to at­

tend the public installation and re­
ception to the newly elected officers 
of the Post, Sunday evening March 
25th at 8:30. Every member get a 
new member before that night. All 
the men and women of the Congre­
gation are urged to attend.

Max Sanders, 
Commander

QARLTON QATERERS

50 Central Park South 
(Hotel St. Moritz)

NAT TROTZKY 
EL. 5-0298

Park West Memorial Chapel 
H erm an E. M eyers A lp ert B ros. 

115 West 79th Street, New York 
ENdicott 2-3600 

L.I. Far Rockaway 7-3100

SCHREIBER'S
•ITS RESTAURANT 

Good and Strictly Kosher 
F am ou s  25 years  in V ienna  

101 W. 85th St., TR. 4-2399

F R A N K ' S
Since  1886

DIAMONDS — WATCHES 
JEW E L R Y  — SILVERW ARE 

2343 Broadway 85th - 86th Sts.

PYTHIAN PLAZA CATERERS 
135 West 70th Street 

New York, N. Y.
Kosher Caterers 

BRAND & ZISKIN 
EN. 2-6290 Robert L Kommel, 
________________ B an qu et M anager

For Real Holiday Enjoyment

T H E  P A T R I C I A N
. .K o sh er  C aterers  o f  D istin ction ..

151 W EST 51st STR EET 
I. Schultz I. Rosoff

Circle 7-7068

N EW M AN  CATERERS
D istinctive C aterin g

The Finest in Kosher Catering 
at Leading Hotels, Synagogues, 

or in your own Home.
248 W. 69th St. SU. 7-3400

LAUER MEMORIAL, INC. 
Main Showroom 

2020 Jerome Avenue 
near Burnside Avenue Station • 

SE. 3-5400 j
Monuments erected 
on all cemeteries

G O L D E N  G A T E  
WINE & LIQUOR CORP. 

2256 BROADWAY 
bet. 80 & 81 Sts.

Distributors of fine Imported and 
Domestic Wines and Spirits 

W e fe a tu r e  K osh er  w ines 
and brandies

— Prompt Deliveries — 
Telephone SU 7-2250 - 2251 

G ive us a  call

REV. S. TAITZ 
1815 Grand 
Concourse 
MOHEL 

in
Leading

Hospitals
TR. 8-4382

RIVERSIDE MEMORIAL CHAPEL

76th St.
Comply with strictest orthodox requirements 

o> Amsterdam Avenue
Charles Rosenthal, Director

ENdicott 2-6600


