P'R'D'S
Rabbi Solomon Wind
|

The Pentateuch i~.the Book of Re-
vealed law and does not contain
any muysticism. "The Torah is not
in heaven. . .. The "ecrel™things be-
long unto the I*-d, pur G-d, but the
things that are revealed belong un-,
"to us and to our children forever"
(Deut. 29:28).

However, a deeper perusal of the
Pentateuch leads to a reasonable as-
sumption of the existence of a great
Unknown. For example, G-d re-
vealing Himself to Moses by the
name, | AM THAT | AM, or His state-
ment, "and thou shalt see My back,
but My face shall not be seen" are
are not clear to the plain sense; So
are some of the punishments pre-
scribed for violation of certain laws
not clear to simple logic. If the Sab-
bath was ordained for reasons of
rest (Deut. 5:16) or for remembrance
of the Sabbath of creation (Ev. 20:11)
why should work on the Sabbath be
punished by death? Or if the reason
for Matzoh on Passover is to remem-
ber our hasty departure from Egypt
why should the eating of'‘Chometz
be punishable by Koras (extinction)?

Evidently we touch here upon the
boundary of the Unknown. Ezra,
who is regarded by our sages next
to Moses, resorted to exposition.
"They read in the. Law, distinctly
and then gave the sense" (Neh. 8:8).
In the period succeeding Ezra,
many facets of the Law were hinted
at "Open Thou Mine eyes that | may
behold the wondrous things out of
Thy law" (Ps. 119:18). According
to a Midrash, there are 70 facets to
the Torah corresponding to the al-
leged 70 languages prevailing in the
world. The search for hidden mean-
ings finally boiled down to four de-
signed by the word P'R'D'S (an or-
chard) the initial letters of which
stand for Peshat — the plain and
simple meaning, Remez — the sym-
bolic and allegoric meaning, D'rash
— exegetical and expository, and
Sohd — the mystic meaning.

»-These four methods; originally
four separate methods emanating
from and leading to the same source
of truth, were adopted in the course

DOUBLE BAR MITZVAH THIS WEEK

Lionel M. Lober Richard Goldstein

We extend our heartiest congrat-
ulations to Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin
Goldstein upon the Bar Mitzvah of
their son Richard, and to Mr. and
Mrs. Louis Lober upon the Bar Mitz-
vah of their son Lionel, which will be
held this Shabbus in our Syna-
gogue.

JUNIOR CONGREGATION MEETS”

Once again the Junior Congrega-
tion is attracting the young boys and
girls of the W.S.1.S. Under the guid-
ance of Morty Cohen, the services
are conducted by the members, who
read the prayers and tell the story of
the Sedrah each week. Leo Lax, the
President of J.C., has announced that
refreshments will be served to all
those who attend Saturday morn-
ings at 10 sharp.

IN MEMORIAM
The Congregation has suffered a
severe loss in the passing of our be-
loved director,

WILLIAM ETRA

His simplicity and his humility en-
deared him to all who knew him.
He practised to the full the Com-
mandment to honor one's parents.

He loved to do good without tell-
ing the world about it. He was a
man who craved to give large sums
of money without seeking immediate
returns in glory. He had implicit
faith in our Heavenly Father and
was contented with the thought that
he would receive his reward from
G-d and not from man. His exemp-
lary life should serve as an inspira-
tion to all of us.

ADDITIONAL DONORS TO THE
SHEMINI ATZERES APPEAL

Many more responses to the ap-
peal for the European lews.

We are happy to report the re-
ceipt of $1000.00 additional moneys
for the appeal on behalf of >Vaad
Hatzala and Immigration Division
of Agudas Israel made in our Syna-
gogue on Shemini Atzeres.

We received donations from the
following: Maurice L Barnett, .Wil-
liam Basser, Sol Bellsey, S. Dinn,
Emanuel Fine, Mrs. Esther Friedman,
S. Fuchs, Leon Herman, Morris Jab-
low, S. Joseph, Joseph Rosenberg,
Solomon Silk.

If you have not yet contributed,
please send in your donations with-
out delay. Make checks payable to
West Side Institutional Synagogue
Relief Fund, and forward to us.

MEN'S CLUB
Meeting to be held Monday night,
November 25, 1946, at 8:30 P. M.
Matters of great interest to be pre-
sented at the meeting. Refresh-
ments will be served.

WOMEN'S LEAGUE
ANNUAL MUSICALE
AND LUNCHEON
Only two weeks more and the
Women's League Annual Musicale
and Luncheon will be held in the
grand ballroom suite of Pierre's on
Tuesday, December 3rd at 11:30
o'clock.

Meeting and Bible Class

A regular meeting of our Wom-
en's League and Session of Rabbi
Goldstein's Bible Class will be held
on Monday afternoon, November
25th at two o'clock at our building.
At the social hour, -following the
meeting, the hostesses will be Mrs.
Leopold Hirsch and Mrs. Morris
Levinson.

All the women of the congregation
and their friends are cordially in-
vited to attend.

BLUE N' WHITE PRESENTS
its
ANNUAL FALL FESTIVAL
featuring Mel Stuart and his band
8:30 P.M. (Sat. Nite) Social Hall
85¢c Stag $1.20 per couple
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— THANKSGIVING —
GIVE IT A THOUGHT

This Thursday all. Americans
should celebrate Thanksgiving Day.
To give thanks should be a natural
endowment of our nature. Grati-
tude is not a virtue; it is a debt that
we owe to the one who has served
us fo- good in any way. Gratitude
unfortunately is generally found
only in the dictionary. People think
they have discharged their debt by
saying, "Thank you." "He who re-
ceives a good turn should never for-
get it he who does one, should
never remember it."

On Thanksgiving Day let us get
into the habit of sitting down and
writing a letter of thanks to some
people to whom we are indebted.
Let all of us also take time out on
Thanksgiving Day and be prompted
to come closer to G-d for the many
blessings He has bestowed upon
us. We can count the number of
our woes on the fingers of one hand
but His blessings are manifold.
Many of us are constantly grouchy,
griping and fault-finding. It would
be well that we get off Grumbling
Street, and walk on Thanksgiving
Avenue.

WEST SIDE INSTITUTIONAL REVIEW

264th COMMANDMENT
Defilement of Priests
To Their Families
By Rabbi Herbert S. Goldstein

The Priests must defile themselves
unto the seven near relatives men-
tioned in the Torah,' namely, father,
mother, son, daughter, sister, broth-
er or wife. We read in Leviticus,
Chapter 21, Verse 3, "For her may
he defile himself." It would appear
superficially that this is an optional
matter. However, the Rabbis in the
Sifra, the Tannitic Commentary of
the Book of Leviticus added the
word Imxp "It is a command,”
and not an optional matter. Here
again we see that without the Tal-
mud, we do not understand the Bi-
ble. As a matter of fact, if a Priest
would not want to defile himself un-

P'R'D'S
(Continued from Page 1)

of history by four conflicting par-
ties.

The Sadducees adopted the Pesh-
at method. They read the law liter-
ally and dismissed the Oral Law
and whatever mystic notions that
may be appended to the written
word. The Pharisees adopted the
method of "Drash" exegesis. They
have supplemented and comple-
mented the written law by the great
body of the Oral Law which was
given to Moses on Sinai,, and in their
method of exegesis they employed
definite rules of exegesis, like the 7
rules of Hillel or the 13 principles of
R' Ishmael.'

The Pharisees and Sadducees
were in violent conflict until the
former prevailed and the Oral Law
became the law of the people. The
Pharisees, though expanding the
Revealed Law by definite methods
of exegesis, did not delve into mys-
teries and discouraged the research
in that direction.

The methods of "Remez" and
"Sohd" — "allegorism" and "eso-

.than by abstractions.
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to one of his dead relatives, he
would be forced to do so. Maimo-
nides points out that from this Bib-
lical law, we derive the command-
ment concerning mourning, namely,
that every Israelite is obliged to be
in mourning for his seven near rela-
tives. On Holidays, the laws of Shi-
va are suspended because the joy
of all Israel annuls, the command-
ment for the mourning of the indi-
vidual. Rosh Hashonah and Yom
Kippur are considered the same as
Passover, Pentecost and Taber-
nacles, in regard to mourning.

The purpose of the commandment
concerning mourning is to impress
upon the individual the lessons of
life. Man is moved by practices more
The cere-
monies leave their indelible imprint
and have tremendous value for finer
spiritual living. All the ceremonies
during the period of mourning cause
us to search our ways and improve
our moral and religious living. It
has been our experience that men
and women during the period of
mourning do return to the Syna-
gogue, increase their interests in
communal efforts and add to their
charitable contributions, all in all,
elevating themselves to better and
holier living.

tericism”" — became the province
of Alexandrian Jewry and the Es-
senes in Palestine, respectively. The
Alexandrian Jews spoke Greek.and
were nursed in Greek philosophy,
and allegory was the means of har-
monizing The Torah with it. The
Torah became a garb, clothing Pla-
tonic concepts. Abraham and Sar-
ah were symbols of matter and
mind. The twelve tribes of Israel
were symbols of the 12 signs of the
Zodiac. The four kings who fought
with the five kings (Gen. 14)were
symbols of the four elements out of
which the universe was fashioned
and the five senses in the human
body et cetera. It stands to reason
that if Biblical law is only a symbol
of a philosophic concept Its observ-
ance is not essential once the con-
cept is comprehended. There pre-
vailed therefore at Alexandria a lax-
ity of observance of the law.

The Essenes in Palestine were
mystics. They searched for the eso-
teric content of the Law and delved
much into the mysteries of the Di-
vine Name. They were a small min-
ority who escaped the turmoil of the
world and lived a life of piety and
rigorous ascetiscism.

(Concluded next week)



November 22,J) 946

THIS WEEK IN THE
SOCIAL DEPARTMENT

SATURDAY

"Detinu" — 8:30 P. M. — Council
Room: A Social Group for boys and
girls between the ages of 13 and 16.

"Fall Dance"—8:30 P.M. — Social
Hall: Come! Have a wonderful time
at the FALL FROLIC of the Blue N
White Club.’

SUNDAY

"Blue N' White" — 2:30 P. M. —
CounciF Room: Young men and
women between the ages of 17 and
21. Recouperating from their dance
of Saturday they will hold a quiet
meeting this week.

"613"—2:30 P.M.—Young men and
women over the ages of 21. This
week features a roller and ice skat-
ing party, with dinner together after-
wards. Meet in front of the Syna-
gogue at 2:00 P.M.

"Open House" — 815 P. M. —
Social Hall: This week features
movie night (see Page Four).
MONDAY

"Monday Night Forums" — 8:00
P.M. — Daily Synagogue: The whole
congregation is invited to participate
in Rabbi Goldstein's Bible Class.

LAYMAN'S INSTITUTE
Classes of the Layman's Institute
are now in session. Therefore, all
are requested to complete their reg-
istration as soon as possible by mail
or phone.
List of Courses
1. What is Orthodox Judaism?
- (Monday, 830 P.M.)
2. The Ethical Contribution of the
Jews, and Judaism to the World
(Wednesday, 800 P.M.)
3. The Basic Foundations of Jewish
Life as Revealed in the Mishnah.
(Wednesday, 9:00 P.M.)
4. Beginners Hebrew.
(Thursday, 8:30 P.M.)
5. Intermediate Hebrew.
(Thursday, 8:30 P.M.)
6. Advanced Hebrew
(Thursday,, 8:30 P.M.)

ENROLL" NOW

WEST

WEEKLY PRAYER SCHEDULE

Light Candles Fri. Eve...4:14 P.M.
Weekly Portion: Toledos
BLESSINGS TOR, THE NEW MOON
Friday Evening Service ...... 4:25 P.M.
Junior Congregation ........ 10:00 A M.

Rabbi Hurwitz's

Talmud Class ... 3:20 P.M.
Mr. Isaac Allen's
Talmud Class ......... 3:20 P.M.

Mincha Service ..........i........ 4.20 P.M.
Reader of Torah: Jean Paul Weil
Reader of Service: Jason Jacobowitz
Speaker: Ralph Kestenbaum
The Sabbath Terminates...5:00 P.M.
Sunday morning Service
(Rosh Chodesh) .;...6:45, 8:30 AM.
DAILY SERVICES:
Mornings ..... 6:45, 8:00, 8:30 AM.
Thanksgiving Day 6:45, 8:30 A.M.
Mincha ..o 4:25 P.M.
Followed by. the Explanation
of the Shulchan Aruch -
by Rabbi Goldstein

OUR LIBRARY

More books are needed for our
library.

29th SEASON

camp BAMBI HALL camp
DELANORE Chudren 4-6 DELAWAXEN
Girls 7-16 Expert guidance and care Boys 7-16

"In the Poconos” Lackawaxen, Pa. . 2k Hours from N. Y.
1775 Broadway, New York 19, N. Y.
DANIEL TROTZKY, Director

JACOB D. COHEN, "J. D."

pjIJ_J,giiil [

Specializing in Life Insurance and Annuities ‘I”' y“*//E”f
v o*l<
1440 BROADWAY LO 5-4259 Dojf M- m
20 WEST 84th ST. EN 2-7733 It A

N A |
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Officers

Lester Udell ...... President
Aaron Wartels....... . 1st Vice-President
Max E. Sanders ........ 2nd Vice-President
Samuel Silver ...... Treasurer
Harold Kaplan................ Ass’t Treasurer
Morris Jablow ........ccccccoeviennnne Secretary

Herbert S. Goldstein, D.D., Rabbi
Zalmon Yavneh, Cantor
Rabbi S. Hurwitz, Sexton

Board
Joseph Anderson
Harry Appel
Wm. L. Basser
Julius Bayer
Samuel K. Beier
Sol Bellsey
Siegfried Bendheim
Moses J. Berlin
Henry Blankfort
Joseph Buehsbaum
David Cohen
Abraham M. Davis
Sam Davis
Isaac Goldman
Maurice Greenstein
William Horwitz
Morris Jablow
Edward Jacobs

Directors

Joseph Landowne
Moses Langer
Bernard Lax
Joshua Levine
Morris Levine
Morris Levinson
George L. Livingston
Adolph Meirowitz
Harry Mirken

Max Moskowitz
Moe Oltarsh

G. R. Rubenstein
Max E ..Sanders
Joseph Settel
Joseph Shapiro
Samuel W. Siegel
Samuel Silver
Jacob H. Silverstein

Elias Jacoby Irving Streit

Harry A. Josephson Lester Udell

Harold Kaplan David H. Ullman

Jacob Kaplan Harry Ward

Joseph Kraeler Jess Ward
Wartels

CHATS ABOUT W. S. I. S.
By Morris Jablow

I earnestly recommend that you,
our readers, read and carefully di-
gest the following conversation
faithfully reproduced.

The Laymen's Institute’ courses
at the WSIS. is doing a swell job in
more ways than one. These courses
afford one the opportunity to learn
Hebrew, elementary, intermediate,
or advanced, and in addition one
can grasp the deeper significance
of our religion by listening to the
courses upon the Ethical contribu-
tions of Jews and Judaism to world
progress, and the Basic Foundations
of Jewish Life as revealed in Rab-
binic Works."

"There is still another reason for
taking up these studies. ,1 find that
by acquiring an intelligent compre-
hension and a wider knowledge of
our religion and history, my morale
is uplifted. Because of my broader
understanding, | feel more prepared
to combat the wave of anti-semitism
now sweeping this country. | feel
proud of my heritage and of my peo-
ple. | wish every Jew would take
advantage of these courses."

Perhaps after reading these utter-
ances you will find a responsive
chord within you to take advantage
of our courses. If you do, telephone

our office for full details.
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GETTING PERSONAL

First of all, this week, we would
like to extend a hearty welcome to
the new Women's League Treasur-
er, Mrs. Walter Freeman. . . . At the
same time we would like to give a
special vote of thanks and apprecia-
tion to Mrs. Meyer L. Pargement
who is retiring as Treasurer of our
Women's League after many years
of faithful and devoted service. .
Flash! The Stork is here again. Con-
gratulations to Mr. and Mrs. Tulle
Gische upon the birth of a son. Con-
gratulations go also to the proud
grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Abra-
ham Gische. . . . Last week at the
Synagogue we had a very splendid
meeting of the parents of the chil-
dren attending the Talmud Torahs
and Yeshiva of our neighborhood.
The excellence of the meeting was
in a large part due to the efforts of
Mr. Jacob Kaplan, and we would
like to thank him. The members of
our Women's League acted as host-
esses, Mrs. Saul Bergman, Mrs.
Herbert S. Goldstein, Mrs. Maurice
Greenstein, Mrs. Harold Kaplan,
Mrs. Jacob Kaplan and Mrs. Jules
Shaitan. Also to be thanked for
their efforts in making the meeting
a success are Mr. Saul Bergman and
Mr. Jules Shaitan. . . Another one
of the young: men of the Congrega-
tion leaves the ranks of bachelor-
hood. Congratulations to Mr. and
Mrs. Nathan Schweitzer, upon the
engagement of their son Nathan, Jr.
to Ava Joseph. . . . This week our
birthday greetings go to Joseph
Buchsbaum, William Label grand-
son of Gustave Roth, Morris Levine,
Jacob Kaplan, Mrs. M. Bergman, and
Samuel Cohen who was 76 this
week. . . . Our Wedding Anniversa-
ry Greetings go to our own Mollie
and Dave Gertz and Mr. and Mrs.
Isaac Rauch who celebrated their
52nd Anniversary this week. .
Have you registered for the Lay-
man's Institute as yet? ... Congrat-
ulations to Al H. Cohen who is doing
a fine job supervising the Scouts
sponsored by the W.S.I.S.

Sunday Evening —
Promptly at 8:15 P.M.

THE PRISONER OF ZENDA
with Ronald Colman,
Madeleine Carroll, Mary Astor,
Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., David Niven
and Raymond Massey
—and—

Chapter Il of
BLAKE OF SCOTLAND YARD
with Ralph. Byrd and Lloyd Hughes
Program to be followed by Dancing
Admission 25 cents

THE PATRICIAN

.. Kosher Caterer* of Distinction..
151 WEST 51st STREET
. Schultz . Rozoff
Circle 7-7018

HOTEL RIVERSIDE PLAZA
78rd St. West of Broadway
SU 7 - 8000
Distinctive Kosher Caterers

David S. Leistner
Louis T. Rosenbaum

FOR YOUR NEXT AFFAIR
JOE KLEIN

and
HIS MUSIC
call evenings
EN 2-3998 210 W. 78 St.
The
Housewife’s
Standby

Finest there is!
A product of

HOROWITZ-
MARGARETEN

LAUER MEMORIAL. INC.
Main Showroom
2020 Jerome Avenue
near Burnside Avenue Station
SE. 3-5400

Monuments erected
on all cemeteries

November 22> 1946

SCHREIBER'S

Strictly Kosher Restaurant
Milbum Hotel, 242 W. 76th St.
TR 4-2399
Open daily 5-9, Sunday 1-9
Saturday 12-2.

Saturday evening open for
parties only. Closed Monday.
Weddings, Bar-Mitzvas and
Parties also in our newly deco-
rated Hall, 101 W. 85th St.

BEN TROTZKY j

HOTEL SHARON |
Popular Price Kosher 1
Caterer of Distinction j

227 W. 46th St. Circle 6-5091 J

ttfcVv. 3. TAITZ
1815 Grand
Concourse
MOHEL
119
Leading
Hospitals
TR. 8-4882

Park West Memorial Chapel
Herman E. Meyers Alpert Bros.
115 West 79th Street, New York
ENdicott 2-3600
L.l. Far Rockaway 7-3100

FOR INFORMATION
about one grave or a plot in our
Memorial Park at Mt Eden
Cemetery telephone our office,
TR. 7-8281.

RIVERSIDE MEMORIAL CHAPEL

Comply with strictest orthodox requirements

76th St. & Amsterdam Avenue

ENdicott 2-6800

Charles Rosenthal. Director



