MAKE THE W.S. L. S.
YOUR SPIRITUAL HOME —
COME TO OUR SERVICES
PARTICIPATE IN OUR

MANY AND VARIED ACTIVITIES

THE SYNAGOGUE DEFINED

On Seating and Sanctification
By Rabbi Dr. Joseph B. Soloveichik

This is the question which has
been raised: Lately there has been a
great increase in the number of syna-
gogues where men and women sit to-
gether. .Many of them are,attended by
Jews who designate ;themselves as '
Orthodox. Shall Orthodox Judaism then
consider.such synagogues as an inevita-
ble development, and become reconciled
to them? Or must it assume a militant
stand against them?

To make absolutely clear my position
on this laden question | would like to
relate this incident:

A young man moved into a suburb of
Boston, where the only existent syna-
gogue had men and ,women sitting to-
gether. He asked me what he should do
on the High Holy Days, Rosh Hashanah
and Yom Kippur. Until then, on ac-
count of the mixed seating, he had not
entered the synagogue; but on the Days
of Awe he was very reluctant to remain
at home. | answered him that it were
better for him to pray at home both
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, and
not cross the threshold of that syna-
gogue. A few days later he telephoned
me again; he had met the man who was
to sound the shofar in that synagogue,
and this man had warned him that.if
he did not come to the synagogue he sirm.
ply would not hear the shofar at all,
for the man would not sound the shofar
again, privately, for his benefit. The
young man practically implored me that
I grant him permission to enter the
edifice, at least for a half hour, that he
might hear the shofar blasts. | hesitated
not for a moment, but directed him to
remain at home. It would be better not
to hear the shofar than to enter a syna-
gogue whose sanctity has been profaned.

My stringent position regarding the
mingling of men and women, arises
from several reasons:

First of all, such mingling is for-
bidden according to the halacha. In cer-
tain instances Biblical law prohibits’
praying in a synagogue where men and
women are seated together. Such a locale
has none of the sanctity of a syna-

(Continued on Page 2)

SEDRAH TO BE EXPOUNDED
FRIDAY NIGHT, DECEMBER 20th

Rabbi Morton Garfiel will interpret
the Sedrah of the. week, based on the
classic commentators tonight at 7:45
o’clock. Cantor Ellner will lead in Zemi-
ros at the Oneg Shabbat. Refreshments.
All welcome.

CONGRATULATIONS

Samuel W. Siegel

Heartiest good wishes to our 1st Vice-
President, Mr. Samuel W. Siegel, upon
his 70th birthday. May he enjoy many
years of good health and happiness in
his creative service to our community
and people.

COLLEGIATES1REUNION
FRIDAY NIGHT, DECEMBER 20th
Our Collegiates are cordially welcome

to attend a Reunion at the home of
Rabbi and Mrs. O. Asher Reichel, 230
West 79th Street, this evening, at 8:30

o’clock. Our out-of-towners will be most
welcome.

Mr. Lawrence Kobrin, Chairman of the
Campus Commission of the Union of
Orthodox Jewish Congregations, will be
our guest.

| Contributions to Religious and|
?Educational Organizations are|
iTAX DEDUCTIBLE to the extentf
I of 30% of your income. |
1 To take advantage of this bene-?
Jfit for this year, payments should*
?be made on or before December\

2imtur Soil

As we approach Sunday, January
5th, the date of our famed Opera
Benefit, we wish to thank our mem-
bers and friends for their coopera-
tion and encouragement in the sale
of the 3,500 seats of the Metropolitan
Opera House — a tremendous task
indeed.

Special bouguets to our Opera
Chairman, Herman H. Cohen, and
Co-Chairmen, Jacob Kaplan and
Alexander Rauchman (Mr. Rauch-
man sold over 1,500 tickets), as well
as to their fellow top salesmen:
Messrs. Samuel K. Beier, Abe Glaser,
Jacob Goldberg, H. William Hirsch,
Dr. Godel Hunter, Morris Levine,
Murray Rosenberg, Max J. Zimmer
and Mmes. Anna Diamond, Max
Kochen, Rose Schwager, Jennie Slay-
ton and Isidor Scharfman.

Benefit Performance Program
Gala Celebration

LA TRAVIATA — ACT |

Sutherland, Konya, Martin,
Carelli, Walker, Christopher, Diaz

LUCIA DI LAMMERMOOR
Mad and Tomb Scenes

Sutherland-Tucker
Only Time This Season
LA SONNAMBULA — ACT 1l

Sutherland-Gedda-T ozzi
Scovotti, Chookasian, Macurdy

W.S.I.S. Opera Committee
M 20 West 75 St., N.Y. 10023

Send ............ tickets @) $...........

NAME oo

Address .......
Boxes Sold Out
Orchestra: $35, 27.50, 25, 20
Opera Club Sold Out
Opera Guild Sold Out
Grand Tier Sold Out
Dress Circle Sold Out
Balcony Sold Out

Family Circle Sold Out
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The Synagogue
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gogue; any prayers offered .there, are
worthless in the eyes of the Jewish law.

Secondly, the separation of the sexes
in the synagogue derives historically
from the Sanctuary, where there were
both a Court of Women and a Court of
Israelites. In its martyr’s history of a
thousand years, the people of Israel have
never violated this sacred principle.
Moreover, when primitive Christianity
arose as a sect in the Holy Land, and
began to slowly introduce reforms, one
of the innovations which the sect estab-
lished at once in the externals of syna-
gogue practice, was to have men and
women sit together.

In many instances mixed-seating was
the unmistakable sign by which a Jew
could recognize that he had found not a
place of sanctity for Jews to pray, but
rather a prayerhouse for a deviating
sect; for in those times the Christians
had not yet formally differentiated them-
selves from traditional Jewry. As a
secret sect they endeavored to hide their
identity, and only through certain defi-
nite signs could they be recognized.

It would seem to me that our remem-
brance of history alone should keep us
from imitating today the practice of
primitive Christianity almost 1900 years
ago.

Thirdly, the entire concept of “family-
pews” is in contradiction to the Jewish
spirit of prayer. Prayer means commu-
nion with the Master of the World, and
therefore withdrawal from all and every-
thing. During prayer man must feel
alone, removed, isolated. He must then
regard the Creator as the only Friend,
from whom alone he can hope for sup-
port and consolation. Behold, as the eyes
of servants look unto the hand of their
Master, as the eyes of a maiden unto
the hand of her mistress; so our eyes
look unto the Lord our G-d, until He be
gracious unto us (Psalms 123:2).

Clearly, the presence of women among
men, or of men among women, which
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~  MEN'S CLUB

Have you contacted your friends, neighbors, business acquaintances for
contributions of merchandise for the Annual Bazaar which will be conducted
jointly with the Mr. & Mrs. League! Packages should be addressed to "Bazaar
Committee." Call the Synagogue office and we will pick up the packages if

necessary.

Men's Club meetings are held on the first and third Mondays of the month.

often evokes a certain frivolity in the
group, either in spirit or in behavior,
can contribute little to sanctification or
to the deepening of religious feeling;
nor can it help instill that mood in which
a man must be immersed when he would
communicate with the Almighty. Out of
the depths have | called Thee, O Lord
(Psalms 130:1), says the Psalmist. Such
a state of being will not be realized amid
“family-pews.”

In my opinion, Orthodoxy must mobil-
ize all its forces and wage an indefatiga-
able battle against the “Christianization”
(I have no other name for it) of the
synagogue — a process which is being
accomplished by people who possess no
sense of halachah and no historical-
philosophical concept of the nature of
prayer; but they do have the arrogance
to wreck principles and traditions which
have become hallowed through blood and
tears.

And | do not believe this battle will be
a lost one.

In the mingled seating of women and
men | see no progressive idea which
should appeal to the person of culture.
The American Jew, though he is ig-
norant in matters of Jewish law, has a
great amount of common sense, and a
certain intellectual honesty. 1 am con-
vinced that if the Jewish public were to
be truly enlightened on this matter, it
would react quite differently to tljis
reprehensible reform. It would under-
stand that the separation of men and
women implies not disrespect or con-
tempt for women, as the representatives
of the half-reform camp would interpret.
On the contrary, it is based on the Jew-
ish sense of modesty, a sense identical
with the attitude of reverence for Diety,
a sense which the Judaism of Abraham
and Sarah have shown toward woman
as the mother and builder of the people
Israel. When they, the angels, said unto
him: Where is Sarah thy wife? Abraham
simply replied, Behold in the tent
(Genesis 18:9).

In practical terms, Orthodoxy has
three tasks: (1) to conduct a program
of education through the oral and the
written word; (2) to morally support
sthose individual laymen and rabbis who
often give themselves in self-sacrifice to
a battle for the sanctity of the syna-

gogue. Mostly, an action for reform will
begin with the obstinacy of one despot
in the brotherhood or sisterhood. Were
the observant Jews well organized, and
if they but had a more aggressive atti-
tude, the reform could, in many in-
stances, be averted. (3) Orthodox or-
ganizations should undertake to build
synagogues in the suburbs and new com-
munities where Jews are settling. If the
various synagogue organizations

would concentrate on organizing new
synagogues and Jewish communities in
America, they could accomplish much.

We have not yet lost the battle, for
we have not yet begun to fight. We have
but abandoned the synagogue, much as
the French abandoned Paris (during’
World War 11) before the Germans fired
the very first shot. Even today, however,
we can yet defend our positions — if we
will but have the determination. We
must have the will to give battle, for the
synagogue is the center of Jewish com-
munal life in this country. No movement
or organization is as strong as the syna-
gogue. When we lose a House of Prayer
we lose a strategic position. A right
battle for principles is always a worthy
and honorable endeavor.

Gird thy sword upon thy thigh . . .
prosper, ride on, in behalf of truth
(Psalms 45:4-5).

From the book, “The Sanctity
of the Synagogue”

— it may be ordered

through our office.

YESHIYA HAICHEL HATORAH
DINNER, SUNDAY, JAN. 19th

Trustee Abraham M. Druckman has;
been designated Honorary Chairman of
the Annual Dinner of our neighboring
Yeshiva Haichel Hatorah, which will
take place at the Riverside Plaza Hotel
on Sunday, January 19th. The Guests
of Honor at the Dinner will be our
neighboring Rabbis Aaron Soloveichik
and Dr. H. Raphael Gold. This Yeshiva
is unique in that it is concerned with
teen-age boys having limited or no Jew-
ish educational background. The school
and dormitory are located on Riverside
Drive corner 140th Street. Kindly call
AU 3-6000 for reservations ($36 per
couple).



1963 WEST SI/DE INSTITUTIONAL SYNAGOGUE
W.S.1.S. PRAYER SCHEDULE \ M m H H H H I \
Friday, December 20th > R EalEOCJQNF ‘SGLOE;DGSUTEE ‘N S
Light Candles Before ................... 4:13 S 2
Mincha ..o LIRS e 4:20 ? 0O 0 o >
Saturday, December 21st \ Reserve M onday, M arch 9th \
MOrning Service ......coooeeeeeeenn. 9:00 LM Uralhual >
Suior Congregation .. 045 | Children's village Luncheon
Rabbi Pekier’s Talmud Class....... 2:55
Mr. Isaac Allen’s Talmud Class...2:55 NEW MEXRERS W/EHELFOME
Mincha .....coocevveeeiieieeciee 3:55 We are deliahted to notice new
Reader of Service: Mervyn Frankel faces at our services. We trust tnai
Reader of Torah: our regular worshippers will wel-
Abraham Kraushar come the newcomers and make them
Seuda Shlishis feel at home.
Host: Mr. Jacob Frankel -
Sabbath Terminates ................ 5:12 JUNIOR CONGREGATION
Week of December 22nd All children between the age ot | and
Sun. &Legal Day ------- 7:15, 8:15, 8:45 17 are Wel.come baturday mornings ax

Monday Morning........ 6:45, 7:45, 8 30

Tues. & Frit...ceee.... 6:45745, 8 15
Mincha Daily'.I'®.........cccccouunee.... 20
Thursday — Asara Beteves Fast
Morning Slichos .............. 6:30, 8:10
Morning Services ....... 6:45, 7:30, 8 30
Mincha — Vayechal .........ccccco....... 4 00

Wednesday Nights — Rabbi Pekier’s
Talmud Class ......cccccceveurnnee.
Friday, December 27th
Light Candles Before
Mincha J ft..coooiiiiiiiee 1:-(
Saturday, December 28th

Morning Service ................. 9:00
Sedra: Vayechi

Junior Congregation .................. 10:45

Rabbi Pekier’s Talmud Class........ 3:00

Mr. Allen’s Talmud Class................ 3:00

Mincha ... 4:00

Reader of Service: Larry Hecht
Reader of Torah: Mervyn Frankel
Seuda Shlishis
Host: Mr. Daniel Pressner
Sabbath Terminates ..o 5:16

| Week of December 29th
Sun. & Legal Day....... 7:15, 8:15 8 45

Mon. & Thurs......|H...6:45, 7:45, 8 30

Tues. & Fri...veene, 6:45, 7:45, 8 15

Mipcha. DMIY ift...B oo 4 25
Friday, January 3rd

Light Candles Before ... 4:23

MINCha .....coovceieee e 4:30

CONDOLENCES

We sorrowfully record the passing
of the following of our Congregation-
al Family and extend our deepest
sympathy to their dear ones:

Elsie Borg Goldsmith — mother of

our member and Mr. & Mrs.
League member, Mr. Warren R.
Goldsmith.

Erna Isacowitz — mother of our

member, Mr. Robert Brodheim.

Bessie Mitchell — sister of. Mr. Harry
Burak.

Charles A. Silver — brother of our
member, Mr. Henry Silver.

Simon Woods — father of Mr. Lester
Woods.

1U-48 petek &t e Jeader Congrega-

tion-

RygrybQdy -.attends.is*gwen an

opportunity to participate. Refreshments

o]*e

‘Served at the conclusion of -the

services.

. X B i, 0t
Michael W idlanski was elected Presi-

ﬂgr?i}, Alan \«(el&' Vice President, and

Cathy W eiss,

A

Hostess.

modern Ritualarium (M ikvah) is

M ICO W

‘located m our community, at loo

97th st.,, MO

N

>

NN

Ba S PR By

3-0300.
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SAMUEL W. SIEGEL ...
JACOB KINZLER ..

..... 1st Vice-President
2nd Vice-President

SAMUEL SILVER .. Treasurer
HAROLD KAPLAN __ Asst. Treas. & Exec. Dir.
MORRIS JABLOW . Secretary

dr.Herbert s.goldstein. Senior Rabbi
DR. O. ASHER REICHEL, Rabbi
ZALMON YAVNEH, Cantor Emeritus

Joseph ellner, cantor
RABBI MOISHE C. PEKIER, Sexton

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
FIAPISYARNEh AN e it
Joseph Anderson Morris Jablow
Wm. L. Basser Harold Kaplan
lorBellsfyBelel Jacob Kfnz'ler
goO fis ~H L .S Sf

David Cohen
Herman H. Cohen
Albert H. Colin

Moses Langer
Jonas Leisten
Morris Levine

AbrahamM. Davis Saul Linzer
Sam Davis Adolph Meirowitz
Abraham M. Druckman Moe Oltarsh

Hon. David N. Edelstein George Pauker
Gr Frank e. Fink Alexander Rauchman

WilHam £99M . Frank  MaLHRRROMEERY Rk
Phillip F. -Frankel Murray Rosenberg
Ao K Qe an famSw If* >

Ben Glazer
Jacob Goldberg
Abraham Goldman

Samuel Silver
Bernhard Spira
Irving Streit

_Deszo_Goldner Fr&nk L. T&ks
jeln GMdwurm Lester Udell
085091 BHenberg  RAYI thataman
Jess E. Gross Jess Ward

Carl Grossberg
Leon Herman

h.wmiam Hirsch
H. WILLIAM HIRSCH ... Men’s Club Pres.
MRS. O. ASHER REICHEL.Women’s League Pres.

MRS. SAMUEL GURSKY.Mr. €€Mrs. League Pres.

Max J. Zimmer
Isaiah O. Zucker

COMING SOON

MERCHANDISE

WITHOUT

WE CAN.USE:

— cosmetics —

IS THE LIFEBLOOD OF A BAZAAR f
IT, WE CANNOT FUNCTION
coats — suits — hats — dresses — underwear — toys
— novelties — pot & pans — lamps — shoes —
stationery — books — china & glassware — hosiery
housewares — jewelry — yard
goods — electrical appliances — handbags — gro-
ceries — antiques — or anything else that is new

WHAT CAN YOU BRING OR SEND?

CALL TR7-8281

Please markdeliveries

ifyou prefer

Men's Club and Mr. & Mrs. League Bazaar Comm ittee

to haveyourpackagespicked up. *
"ForWSIS Bazaar."

Many thanks. n
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By Sanford Solarz

The Congregational Chanukah
Party last Saturday night was not
only oversubscribed, but was also
an overwhelming success, thanks to
the efforts of our Mr. & Mrs. League
Committee, headed by its President,
Mrs. Samuel Gursky, and Mmes.
Abraham Cohen, Daniel Gribetz, O.
Asher Reichel, Eugene Ten Brink and
all their co-workers . . . Mazel tov
to Morris Wexler and Mathilde
Ephron upon their marriage which
was solemnized in our Synagogue;
to our members, Mr. & Mrs. George
A. Gold, upon the birth of Benjamin
Zev to their children, Dr. & Mrs.
Herschel Gold; to Mr. & Mrs. Nor-
man Liberman upon the birth of a
daughter to their children, Rabbi &
Mrs. Barnett Liberman ... Ye Colum-
nist's son, Steven, authored a feature
article in the November issue of the
"Greater Philadelphia Magazine",
entitled "Philadelphia Jewry in a
Coat of Many Colors", a study in
breadth and depth of Jewish life in
Philadelphia from Colonial days to
the present . . . Happy vacationing
in Florida to Trustee and Mrs. Jacob
Goodman . . . Our prayers for a
refuah shlaymo to Mrs. Simon Klein
and Mrs. Al D. Myers . . . Trustee
Henry Hirsch is serving again as
Chairman of the Annual Yeshiva
Torah Vodaath Dinner at the Wal-
dorf-Astoria Hotel on January 12th ..
Mazel Tov to Trustee, Dr. and Mrs.
Samuel Greenberg and to Trustee
and Mrs. Moses Longer upon the Bar
Mitzvah of their grandson, Howard
Israel Longer, son of their children,
Mr. and Mrs. Morton Longer.

TEEN-AGERS

All our teen-agers are invited to a
gathering in our Game Room on
Sunday, December 22nd, at 11:15
AM.

Wodeing Where To Hae
Your 'Stadia'?
Look No Further Than Your
Synagogue Ballroom

ALL MODERN FACILITIES
AIR CONDITIONED

ORegon 5-7473-7474
FIEDLER ROOFING CO. Inc.

Charles Fiedler & Son
Roofing and Sheet Metal Contractors
514 W. 25th St.. New York 1 N.Y.

Gertz Bros, n.y.c.
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Happy Birthday to:

William Ball, Mrs. Kurt Benjamin,
Mrs. Milton M. Bernard, Gene A. Bil-
grey, Dr. Gerald Blankfort, David S.
Brandwein (70th), Charles Cohen, Mrs.
Julius Cohen, Judith L. Ellner, Trustee
Frank Frohman, Mrs. Alexander M.
Golden, Seth M. Goldstein, Simeon H. F.
Goldstein, George H. Heller, Max M.
Horowitz, George Jablow, Alan Kalker,
Mrs. M. J. Kleinfeld, Morton I. Land-
owne, Beth L. Levine, Dr. and Mrs.
Leo Lindenbaum, Trustee Adolph Meir-
owitz, Rose Pekier, Mrs. Bertha F. Raf-
sky, Reuben Richman, Abraham Robinov,
Rebecca Romerovski, Mrs. Harry Shalita,
Patricia A. Shenker, Susan L. Tilem,
Mrs. Jess Ward, Douglas Weill and
Gerald B. Weiss.

ij H i

Happy Anniversary to the:

Harry Cohens, Herman H. Cohens,
Samuel Diamonds, William Fishers,
Joseph Friedmans, Abraham M. Gold-
bergs, Dezso Goldners, Fred Goldsteins,
Aaron W. Gross’s, Herman B. Gross’s,
Max M. Horowitzs, Max Kleins, Joseph
Landownes, Harold Levines, Aaron Neu-
stadters, Harry Perlmans, Irving Sab-
sevitzs, Aaron M. Schreibers, Louis
Weinsteins, Lynton Wieners and' David
Williams’s.
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** Are you a member of the WSIS?
% If not, it is time to give it
X serious thought %

DONORS TO HOMES FOR
CHILDREN IN ISRAEL

IContinuedl

Samuel Abrahams, Arthur Aibinder,
Bruno Bayer, Gladys Berkowitz, Har-
vey Bitler, Meyer Bystritski, Benjamin
Etzkowitz, George Gersony, Rabbi Her-
bert S. Goldstein, Jacob Goodman, Sam-
uel Hammer, Moe Leifer, David Lerner,
Michael Reiner, George G. Sachs, Harry
Schwartz, Max Schwartz, Samuel
Schwarzman, Louis Shlansky, Leonard
M. Small, Edward Sohn, Edward Spero,
Ben Spieler, Ben Steinlauf, Harvey
Tigler, Hannah Zarnes.

MB

for Superlet reservations call
a travel agent or TN 7-1000.

SOL SINGER, INC.
All Standard Make
TIRES, BATTERIES AND ACCESSORIES
IGNITION AND REPAIRS
384 AMSTERDAM AVENUE

Bet. 78th-79th Sts.
TRafalgar 7-8910-11

Phone SEdgwick 3-5400

Their Memory Deserves the Finest
Bronx & Louer Memorials Corp.
BEN PEARLBERG
Monuments of Every Description

2020 Jerome Avenue Bronx 53, N. Y.
Near Burnside Avenue

RIVERSIDE MEMORIAL CHAPEL
Comply with strictest orthodox requirements

76th St. & Amsterdam Avenue

ENdicott 2-6600

Carl Grossberg, Director



