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GALA ANNUAL SYNAGOGUE DINNER SUNDAY, DEC. 3
Black Tie Smorgasbord 5:30

Admission: $50 per couple; or $150 in Journal ads for two, $100 in ads for one. A d  blanks available in our office.

Guests of Honor to Receive the Rabbi Herbert S. Goldstein Medals:

DR. FRANK E. FINK
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EMILGLUCKER JESS E. GROSS
Eminent physician, served as a high 

ranking medical officer in World War 
II in the Far East, and Administrator 
in the Kings County Medical Center. 
Our Trustee and Head Usher, he was 
Men’s Club President and Commander

A leader in the paper and twine indus­
try and in the forefront of his industry’s 
UJA, Israel Bonds and Federation of 
Jewish Philanthropies drives. Member of 
our Advisory Board and honored at our 
UJA Brunch.

Heads prestigious insurance firm. 
Board member of Jewish Braille Insti­
tute. Our Trustee, served in leading 
roles in our past dinners and journals, 
as well as in our Building Finance Com­
mittee.

of our JWV Buddy Friedman Post.

WINDOW DEDICATION
Several years ago, our Trustee and< 

¿Mrs. Leo Sussman dedicated a stained* 
¿glass window over the main doors of\ 
¿the Sanctuary in memory of their< 
£ parents and relatives.

On the evening of our Dinner, we| 
¿shall have a brief ceremony dedicat- 
png the other stained glass window* 
¿over the main doors of the Sanctuary^ 
¿in memory of our late Trustee! 
¿Abraham M. Davis and his family.!

H. WILLIAM HIRSCH
Retired business executive and past 

President of fraternal organization. 
Served in the U.S. Army’s Engineers 
Corps. Our Trustee and past Men’s Club 
President, he was our Man of the Year 
in 1964.

JOSEPH L. ROSENBERG
Prominent in the field of real estate 

and finance. Hails from Brooklyn where 
he was President of a congregation. Our 
Trustee and our Synagogue’s Man of the 
Year in 1961.

FIRST CHANUKAH CANDLE THURSDAY EVE., NOVEMBER 30
Chanukah commemorates one of the 

major turning points in Jewish history. 
In the year 168 B.C.E., the Syrian 
Emperor Antiochus Epiphanus launched 
a campaign of religious persecution 
against the Jews. His soldiers desecrated 
the Holy Temple in Jerusalem. For three 
years Judah the Maccabee led a valiant 
army of loyal followers against the 
mighty Syrian legions. After routing

the enemy hordes, they rededicated the 
Holy Temple and reestablished the tra ­
ditional worship. This consecration was 
celebrated for eight days. To this day 
we kindle Chanukah lamps to celebrate 
not only the events of the hoary past 
but also as a symbol of the Almighty’s 
mighty deeds throughout the ages.

The first candle is placed at the ex­
treme right of the Menorah. Each night

following, an additional candle is placed 
to the left of the previous one. However, 
the order of lighting the candles is from 
left to right — so that the added candle 
is kindled first.

On Friday (the candles should be large 
enough to last over an hour) we light 
the Chanukah candles before the Sab­
bath candles; on Saturday night the 
Chanukah candles are kindled at home 
after Havdalah is made.

(Continued on Page 2)



Page Two WEST SIDE INSTITUTIONAL REVIEW November, 1972

West Side Institutional Synagogue 
120-138 WEST 76th STREET 

New York 10023 TR 7-7652, 7653
Published monthly from  mid-September to 
mid-June. Subscription: One dollar per year. 
Entered as second class m atter Sept. 22, 1938, 
at the Post Office at New York, N . Y.
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PRAYER SCHEDULE
“T A L  U M A T A R ” IN  
SH M O N A H  E S R A Y  

A S OF M O N D A  Y  N IG H T , 
D E C E M B E R  4

MEN’S CLUB NOTES
BREAKFAST MEETING ON SUNDAY MORNING. NOVEMBER 12

All members of the Men’s Club as well as prospective members are invited to the 
monthly Breakfast Meeting on Sunday morning, November 12th, at 10:00 o’clock. 
Following the meeting all are invited to the Public Lecture by Prof. Louis Feldman, 
which will take place at 11:00 A.M.

* * * * *
BENEFIT OF "MAN OF LA MANCHA” ON MON., DEC. 18

Tickets are available in our office for the Men’s Club Movie Benefit musical MAN 
OF LA MANCHA at the Rivoli Theatre on Monday evening, December 18th. Mr. 
Gerard Benjamin is Chairman of this event.

Week of November 12
Sunday Morning .................7:30, 8:30
Rabbi Pekier’s Class..................„...9:00
Daily Mornings  ..... ........... 6:45, 7:50
Minchah—Followed by 

Exposition of Halachos by
Rabbi Reichel  ......................... .4:30

Fri., Nov. 17—Candles by ............. „4:19
Minchah .......................... ............... 4 :25

Sat., Nov. 18—Sedrah: Vayetze ... 9:00
Rabbi Reichel’s Talmud Sanhedrin

Class (in English) .......___   3:10
Rabbi Pekier’s Talmud Kesubos

Class (in Yiddish) .......................3:10
Minchah ......................   .4:10

Seudah Shlishis
Sabbath Terminates .......................5:15

Week of November 19
Sun. and Thurs. Morns........7:30, 8:30
Daily Mornings ..................6:45, 7:50
Minchah .....   .4:25

Fri., Nov. 24—Candles by .............. .4:14
Minchah .......*............... ....................4:20

Sat., Nov. 25—Sedrak: Vayishlach ...9:00
Talmud Classes ...................  3:05
Minchah ........ 4:05
Sabbath Terminates ................  5:11

Week of Nov. 26—Minchah...............4:20
Fri., Dec. 1— CHANUKAH I  

Kindle Chanukah lights before
Sabbath candles by ...................4:12

Minchah ...*..............  4:20
Sat., Dec. 2—CHANUKAH II  ........9:00

Sedrah: Vayeshev 
BLESSING OF N EW  CHODESH

Talmud Classes .............  3:05
Minchah .............................. ........... 4:05
Sabbath Terminates .......................5:09

MIKVAH :
234 West 78th St., Phone: 799-1520

Week of Dec. 3—CHANUKAH
Sunday Morning...................7:30, 8:30
Daily Mornings ............ 6:45, 7:50
Wed.—ROSH CHODESH

TEVES .....   6:30, 7:40
Minchah .......     .4:20

Fri., Dec. 8—CHANUKAH VIII
Kindle candles before ............. .!... 4:11
Minchah .....................     4:20

Sat., Dec. 9—Miketz ..........  9:00
Talmud Classes ..............   3:00
Minchah .......................     .4:00

Seudah Shlishis 
Host: Trustee Jacob Frankel

Sabbath Terminates ..............  5:08
Week of Dec. 10—Minchah...............4:20
Fri.* Dec. 15— ASARAH BE TEVES

Chanukah Notes (Cont'd)
Benedictions over the Candles 

Baruch atah ado . . . elokenu melech 
haolom asher kideshanu bemitzvosav 
vetzivanu lehadlik ner shel Chanukah.

Baruch atah ado . . . elokenu melech 
haolam sheassah nisim laavoseinu baya- 
mim hahem bazeman hazeh.

This blessing is recited only at the 
first kindling :

Baruch atah ado . . . elokenu melech 
haolam shehecheyanu vekiyemanu vehi- 
gianu lazeman hazeh.

Hebrew School Registration 
We welcome new pupils as well as 

inquiries from interested parents.

BUDDY FRIEDMAN POST 
JEWISH WAR VETERANS 

MEETING
MON., DEC. 4, 8:30 P.M.

Donors to the Yizkor Appeal for the 
Homes for Children in Israel will be 
listed in the forthcoming REVIEW. 
Checks should be made payable to 
“Homes for Children in Israel.”

MR. & MRS. LEAGUE NEWS
The hosts of the Board meeting on 

Wednesday, November 15th, will be Mr. 
and Mrs. Eugene Ten Brink.

On Wednesday, December 6th, there 
will be a Chanukah meeting hosted by 
Mr. and Mrs. Gerard Benjamin.

Happy Birthday to:
(November 1-14)

Patty Alton, Trustee Sol Bellsey, 
Joseph Buchsbaum, Mr. & Mrs. Harry 
Cohen, Samuel Cohen, Stuart Cohen, 
Judith Cohn, Trustee Murray Cumsky, 
Mrs. Arthur G. Degen, Susan Etlinger, 
Jay Goodgold, David Greer, Mrs. Mor­
timer Greer, Norman Grober, Lawrence 
Hecht, Rabbi Jason Jacobowitz, Jerome 
Kamerman, Jay Kobrin, Richard Kobrin, 
Penninah Langer, Alan Mirken, Mrs. 
Aaron Neustadter, Karen Oppenheimer, 
Hon. Pres. Samuel W. Siegel, Jeffrey 
Smith, Patrica Soil, Barbara Stoper, 
Marc Weinstein, Suzanne Weiss, Dr. 
Louis Wexler.

(December 1-14)
Marc Alton, Mrs. M. Bergman, Michael 

Blankfort, David S. Brandwein, Julius 
Cohen, Trustee Alexander Dimant, 
Stephen Eisenberg, Mrs. Hyman Feld, 
Benjamin Gold, Mrs. Simeon H. F. Gold­
stein, Joseph Kalker, Mrs. Ned Kirsh, 
Mrs. Esther Kurtz, Robin Lejbzon, Linda 
Levine, Moe Oltarsh, Rabbi Levi Pekier, 
Mrs. Mayer Portnoy, Mrs. Murray 
Rosenberg, Elizabeth Schnur, Samuel 
Schwarzman, Mrs. Bert S'oll.

Anniversary Greetings to the:
(November 15-30)

Irving Feuerlichts, Jack Hausmans, 
Rabbi Jason Jacobowitzs, Maurice Kal- 
kers, _ Henry Landaus, Sol Redlichs, 
Maurice Spanbocks, Irving Streits, 
Frank Taks, Eugene Ten Brinks, 
Daniel Weiss, Henry Zimmerns,

(December 1-14)
Arnold C. Braschs, Emil Gluckers, 

Rabbi Levi Pekiers, Myron Smiths, 
Marvin Sussmans.

A L L  W ELC O M E
Public Lecture Sunday, Nov. 12

11:00 A.M.
'DEFENDERS OF MASADA—HEROES OR COWARDS” 

DR. LOUIS FELDMAN
Professor of Classics at Yeshiva University and Author

* * *
Refreshments Admission Free

This series sponsored by the 
Rebecca F. Goldstein Memorial Fund

COMMUNAL EVENT
BETH MEDRASH G O V  OH A OF 

LAKEWOOD ANNUAL DINNER  — 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 15 A T  
N EW  YORK HILTON HOTEL. For 
reservations call 924-1424..

Phone SC 4-6832
RABBI ISIDOR M. BINDER

M O H E L —  ?m8
My service available 

in your home or hospital 
Study: 440 West End Avenue, N.Y,
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REBECCA F. GOLDSTEIN WOMEN'S LEAGUE
IS A IA H  O. ZU C K ER  ......................................President
SA M U EL W . S I E G E L ........................Hon. President
W ILL IA M  FO O N T  ...................... 1st Vice-President
JO N A S  L E IS T E N  ........................Znd Vice-President
B ER N H A R D  S P IR A  ......................................Treasurer
W ILLIA M  T. S T E IN L A U F .........................Secretary

OPEN MEETING TO BE HELD ON MONDAY, NOVEMBER 20 
You and your friends are cordially invited to attend an OPEN MEETING on 

Monday, November 20th, at 12:30 P.M. Our program will be a book review Q B VII by 
Mrs. Helen Dayton. Bring your friends to this most interesting afternoon. Admission

*  *  $

RA BBI H E R B E R T  S. G O LD STEIN , D .D .. Founder 
* * *

RA BBI DR. O. A S H E R  R E IC H E L ..................Rabbi
RA BBI M O ISH E C. P E K IE R  . .  Talmudic Lecturer 
R E V . ZALM ON Y A V N E H  .........Cantor Emeritus

is free. Coffee and cake will be served.
He N« H< jjc sic sg

MEMBERSHIP LUNCHEON ON MONDAY, DECEMBER 11 
Maly Steinlauf and Lucy Gold Co-Chairmen 

* * *
r ISRAELI Fashion Show by Mazor

All paid-up members and prospective members are cordially invited to be our 
guests at a Luncheon and Entertainment on Monday, December 11th, at 12 noon in 
our Grand Ballroom, Co-Chairmen Mrs. Maly Steinlauf and Mrs. Lucy Gold are hard 
at work arranging a lovely afternoon with delicious food, beautiful door prizes 
and enjoyable entertainment. Pay your dues and bring new members for a most enjoy­
able afternoon.

GETTING PERSONAL
Welcome home from abroad to: Mr. 

and Mrs. Kurt Benjamin, Dr. and Mrs. 
Monroe Gaines, Trustee and Mrs. Jess 
E. Gross, Mr. Abraham Krumbein, 
Trustee and Mrs. William Namenson, 
Mrs. Blanche Sharfman, Mr. and Mrs. 
Julius Schreiber, Trustee and Mrs. Leo 
Sussman, Trustee and Mrs. Jess Ward, 
and Dr. Esther Wulman.

Congratulations to Mr. Jonas Gelb, son 
of our members, Mr. and Mrs. Aaron 
Gelb, upon his appointment as Assistant 
District Attorney in The Bronx.

All good wishes to our Trustee and 
Mrs. Jules S. Cohen, Trustee Alan J. 
Cohen, Mr. and Mrs. Jack Parker, and 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Wolff in their new 
homes.

Our member, Dr. Leon Merkin, author 
of the recently published book THE OLD 
AGE STORY, lectured at the Harvard 
Club to the Jewish Philanthropic Fund 
of 1933 on “Aging — Its Pains and

MAZALTOV
Bar Mifzvah

Jeffrey David, son of our Advisory 
Board member, Mr. and Mrs. Myron 
Smith and grandson of Mrs. William B. 
Herlands and the late Judge Herlands, 
our past Trustee.
Marriages

Susan, daughter of our members, Mr. 
and Mrs. Warren R. Goldsmith, and 
granddaughter of our Women’s League 
member, Mrs. Celia Stebbins, to Dr. 
Richard, son of Mrs. Rose Brown of 
New York City.

Herbert Grosinger, son of our con­
gregants Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Grous- 
inger, to Myra Carol Hirsh, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Harry Hammer — in 
our Synagogue.

Mrs. Eva Margolis to Mr. Jacob Kulak. 
Helene Ann, daughter of our members, 

Mr. and Mrs. Mortimer Propp, to Mr. 
Melvin Heller.

BOARD OF TRU STEES
Stanley  Adler 
H a rry  A ltm an 
Sam uel K. Beier 
Sol Bellsey 
A lan  J .  Cohen 
H erm an  H . Cohen 
Ju les  Cohen 
M urray  Cumsky 
H a rry  Denberg 
A lexander D im ani 
A braham  M. D ruckm an 
F red  E h rm an  
B enjam in  Etzkow itz 
Dr. F ra n k  E . F in k  
W illiam F oont 
Louis F o rm an  
Jacob  F rankel 
Ben Glazer 
Jacob  Goldberg 
F rederick  E . Goldstein 
G abriel F . Goldstein 
J e a n  Goldwurm 
D r. Sam uel G reenberg 
Jess  E . Gross 
Carl G rossberg

Samuel Gursky 
F reddy H eiser 
Leon H erm an  
H . W illiam  H irsch  
W illiam H orw itz  
M orris Jablow  
Stephen K lein 
Jo n as  Leisten  
Saul L inzer 
A dolph M eirowitz 
W illiam  N am enson 
A lexander R auchm an 
M artin  Rom erovski 
Joseph L . Rosenberg 
M urray  Rosenberg 
Sam uel W . Siegel 
L ipa  S ilberste in  
B ernhard  S p ira  
W illiam  T . S te in lauf 
Leo Sussm an 
J a c k  V erschleiser 
H a rry  W ard  
Jess  W ard  
Louis W einste in  
Isa iah  O. Zucker

H O N O RARY TRU STEES
H a rry  A ppel 
Joseph  Buchsbaum 
H a rry  Cohen 
Sam  Davis
H on. D avid N . Edelstein  
H on. H a rry  B. F ra n k  
Phillip  F . F rankel 
George Gersony

A braham  Goldman 
Jacob Goodman 
Moe O ltarsh  
M ax Klein
G. R ichard  R ubenstein 
Irv in g  S tre it 
D avid H . U llm an 
M ax J .  Zim m er

A D VISO RY BOARD
G erard  B en jam in  
B ennett C arter 
R ichard  Coven 
Ju liu s  Fa lkenste in  
A lfred  Florsheim  
P au l Foont 
D r. M onroe Gaines 
Em il Glucker 
H a rry  H ausm an  
D r. A rth u r  H . H ech t 
A lfred H erz 
D r. Godel H u n te r 
Sol Jay e  
M orris K an to r 
Salomon K lagsbrun 
Dr. Ju les  Levine

P au l M ilstein 
Jak o b  R ath  
Ju liu s  Schreiber 
A lfred  Schw artz 
H erb e rt Schw arz 
M ax Schw arz 
M orris Segerm an 
Louis Shlansky 
Irv in g  Silver 
M yron Sm ith 
San fo rd  Solarz 
A . Sonnenschein 
H erm an  S trieg ler 
D r. Seym our Ukeles 
N a th an  W erblud 
A braham  W idlanski

JACOB F R A N K E L  ..........................Men's Club Pres.
M RS. FR E D  G O LD STEIN . M RS. EM A N U EL 
GOODMAN, an d  M RS. O. A S H E R  R E IC H E L

Women’s League Presidium  
MRS. SA M U EL G U RSK Y .M r. & Mrs. League Pres.

Blessings.”
Recent Seudah Shlishis hosts were Mr. 

Alfred Florsheim and Trustee Adolph 
Meirowitz.

Best wishes to Mrs. Alfred Herz upon 
her recent birthday.

STERN'S KOSHER 
PASTRY SHOP, INC.

490 AMSTERDAM AVENUE
Bet. 83rd an d  84th Sta.

TR 3-2040

SOL SINGER Inc.
All Standard Make

T IR E S, B A T T E R IE S  AND ACCESSORIES 
IG NITIO N ÄN D  REPAIRS  

384 AM STERDAM  A V E N U E  
Bet. 78th-79th Sts.

T R afa lg a r 7-8910-11

993-4100

FIEDLER ROOFING CO., Inc. 
Roofing and Sheet Metal Contractors 

91 Bruckner Blvd.
Bronx, N.Y. 10454

M E A L  M A R T
“  YOUR P ER SO N A L CHEF”

Caterers to A ll Social Functions 
2189 BROADW AY

SU aquehanha 7-4720 W t Deliver
HOM E M ADE K O SH ER  D ELIC A CIES

(HmtiwlMtrra
We sorrowfully record the passing of 

the following of our Congregational 
Family and extend our sympathy to their 
dear ones:
Judge Sol Gelb — brother of Mr. Aaron 

Gelb, member of our Synagogue and 
Men’s Club.

Morris R. Meadows — brother of our 
congregant, Mr. Martin Meadows.

Joel M. Tarakan — our congregant.

Phone SEdgw ick 3-5400

Their Memory Deserves the Finest
Bronx & Lauer Memorials Corp.

L E O N  GOLDENBERG 
Monuments o f Every Description 

2020 Jerom e A venue B ronx 58. N .Y .
N e ar B urnside A venue

RIVERSIDE MEMORIAL CHAPEL 
Comply with strictest orthodox requirements 

76th St. & Amsterdam Avenue ENdicott 2-6600
Carl Grossberg, Director
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C A R M E N
CAST OF CHARACTERS

Opera in four acts by Georges B izet 
Libretto by H enri Meilhac and Ludovic H alevy  

Based on the story by Prosper M erimee
Morales, an officer of dragoons
Micaela, a peasant girl, sweetheart of Don José
Zuniga, a captain of dragoons
Don José, a corporal of dragoons
Carmen, a gypsy girl
Frasquita and
Mercedes, Carmen’s companions 
Escamillo, a toreador 
Remendado and 
Dancaire, smugglers

Bass
Soprano
Bass
Tenor
Mezzo-soprano
Soprano
Messo-soprano
Baritone
Tenor
Baritone

Georges Bizet was the son-in-law and 
pupil of Jaques Halévy (the Levite), 
composer of La Juive (the Jewess). Al­
though he lived only to the age of thirty- 
seven, he created one of the world's great 
operatic masterpieces. He could not have 
been aware of the tremendous popularity 
his Carmen would achieve, for he died 
only three months after its first per­
formance. In fact, the reception by the 
critics was less than luke-warm; but, 
as is not uncommon, this is but another 
instance of where the critics were wrong. 
The opera as generally performed today 
is in many respects at variance with the 
original work by Bizet, with additions, 
deletions and a bit of editing by his in ti­
mate friend, Ernest Guiraud. However, 
this year's production by the Metropoli­
tan Opera Company has reverted largely 
to the original version as presented at 
its first performance by the Opera Comi­
que in Paris. The New York City Opera 
Company continues to give the more 
frequently presented version which has 
become more traditional.

THE STORY 
ACT I

A public square in Seville. The curtain 
rises after a prelude containing some of 
the principal motives which appear later 
in the opera. Noon is approaching; a 
group of dragoons is idling near a 
guardhouse and townspeople are walking 
through the square. Micaela enters glanc­
ing about and informs Morales, who ap­
proaches her flirtatiously, that she is 
looking for Don José. She leaves on 
learning that he is not there but will 
arrive with the changing of the guard. 
A band of street urchins mimics the 
dragoons as the new group, including 
José enters on the scene.

The noon bell sounds in the nearby 
cigarette factory from which pours a 
stream of working girls, smoking as they 
approach their young men. The last to 
come out is Carmen, flirting with the 
field as she sings in a carefree manner. 
She receives many anxious glances, but 
is puzzled and attracted by José’s indif­
ference. Just before reentering the fac­
tory, she plucks a rose from her hair 
and flings it at the startled corporal.

Micaela returns with news and a letter 
from José’s mother. He looks at her and

You A re Invited To Celebrate 
Weddings, Bar M itzvahs, 
Festive Occasions In Our 

A ir-C  onditioned Ballroom.

listens to her message, but the poison of 
Carmen’s charms is already at work on 
his mind. Micaela has hardly left when 
a highly excited group of girls issues 
from the factory. Carmen and another 
girl, Manuelita, had gotten into a serious 
fight and the questioning indicated that 
Carmen had been the provocator and had 
struck the first blow. Captain Zuniga 
orders her arrest and delegates José to 
take her to prison. With her captor al­
ready under her spell, he is a willing 
collaborator to her escape. He secretly 
loosens the bonds on her wrists and as 
he leads her away, Carmen, at the 
proper moment, pushes José and gets 
away after having arranged to meet at 
the inn of Lilias Pastia. Amidst the 
taunts of the crowd, Zuniga places José 
under arrest for permitting Carmen to 
escape.

ACT II
The tavern of Lilias Pastia. A month 

has passed since the episode of Carmen’s 
escape and José’s imprisonment. The 
curtain rises after a brief entr’acte. Car­
men is the center of attraction of the 
admiring customers of the tavern, en­
tertaining them with her gypsy song. 
The end of her song is soon followed by 
enthusiastic shouts, heralding the arri­
val of Escamillo, the great matador. It 
takes little more than a glance to add 
him to Carmen’s list of conquests. When 
he leaves after a short stay, the crowd 
follows just as the children did in the 
can of the Pied Piper.

All is now quiet in the inn and the 
four smugglers congregated there invite 
Carmen to join their next operation. She 
must reluctantly refuse, she tells them, 
because of her love for José. The cor­
poral’s voice is heard in the distance, 
coming nearer until he rushes in to em­
brace Carmen. A bugle call is heard and 
José tells Carmen that it means he must 
return to his barracks. Carmen greets 
the announcement in a fury. In reply, 
he takes the rose Carmen had given him 
from his tunic and in the famous flower 
song he tells how this flower brought 
him solace in prison.

Zuniga breaks in on the scene and, 
finding José there, taunts him into a 
fight. The two men are separated by Car­
men’s friends and Zuniga is dragged off. 
José is now left with little choice and, 
in a spirit of resignation, he joins the 
group of smugglers and becomes an out­
law.

ACT III
The mountain camp of the smugglers. 

As the music of the entr’acte fades away, 
the curtain goes up on the smugglers’

|  THE W.S.I.S. BENEFIT PERFORM-1 
¡A N C E  OF CARMEN BY THE NEW ? 
|  YORK CITY OPERA AT THE NEW? 
¡YORK STATE THEATER IN LINCOLN { 
¡CENTER WILL BE HELD ON SATUR- { 
|D A Y  NIGHT, MARCH 3, 1973. ORDER I 
¡YO UR TICKETS NOW BY CALLING I 
¡T H E  SYNAGOGUE OFFICE, TR 7-7652? 
{ . . . D O  YOU KNOW OPERA TICKETS¡ 
¡M AKE FINE CHANUKAH GIFTS. !• T

camp in the mountain. Some time has 
passed since the meeting at Lilias 
Pastia’s, enough time to cool her ardor 
for José, who is now plagued by the life 
he has assumed and the one he has left 
behind. Nevertheless, he swears his un­
dying love for Carmen. Carmen’s friends, 
Frasquita and Mercedes are engaged in 
reading their fortunes as told by the 
cards, which hold out for them a future 
of lovers with great wealth. When Car­
men lays out the cards to read what the 
future has in store for her, they speak 
only of death.

As the smugglers all leave, Micaela en­
ters hard upon their heels, seeking José. 
She is startled by a shot which José has 
fired at Escamillo, who has come in 
search of Carmen. They engage in a 
fight with knives which is broken up by 
Carmen and her friends. The Toreador 
leaves with a jaunty air and an invita­
tion to everyone to see him in his next 
bullfight in Seville.

Micaela is discovered in hiding and 
informs José that his mother is dying 
and pleads with him to come back to her. 
José prepares to leave with Micaela but 
angrily promises the sneering Carmen 
that they will meet again. At the sound 
of Escamillo’s voice in the distance, Car­
men attempts to rush out to meet him, 
but is prevented by a menacing José, 
who departs followed by a slow exit of 
the smugglers as the curtain falls.

ACT IV
Outside the bull ring. A brilliant 

entr’acte precedes the rising of the cur­
tain upon the final act. The entrance of 
Escamillo in his splendid toreador garb 
accompanied by a dazzling Carmen is 
greeted by a wildly exuberant crowd. 
Before entering the ‘Plaza’ with the 
crowd, Frasquita and Mercedes warn 
Carmen that they have seen a menacing 
José nearby.

Even in the face of her approaching 
doom, Carmen professes no fear and can 
concentrate her thoughts only upon 
Escamillo, her latest passion. As the en­
tire ensemble exits to the arena, José 
appears with burning eyes and pleading 
voice. The shouts from the bull ring 
mingle with the pleas of José as Carmen 
continues to spurn him and repeat her 
love for the toreador. In a final display 
of contempt, Carmen removes from her 
finger the ring José had given her and 
flings it at him.

As excited cheers come from the arena, 
Carmen attempts to force her way past 
José to join the crowd. José, now bereft 
of all reason, plunges his knife into Car­
men’s heart. The throng pouring out 
from the arena finds José kneeling over 
Carmen’s prostrate body. Through his 
tears and sobs, one can almost hear him 
say to himself, as Canio did at the end 
of Pagliacci, “La comedia è finita.”

By Herman H. Cohen 
Opera Committee Co-Chairman
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